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Custony snp Durosst oy Bacasr Booxs, Brrosts, &c., 1452ap av rEn Intacirapncs Basres,
Quantan Misran GENans's Davseruant ix Inoia

), 3
The atiention of His Ercellency (he Commander-in-Chicf having bten called to the want of Ay

Custods, ure. and dinpossl of seorot worke, &o., His Excelloncy desires that in future the (ol owing rogulations may

be strictly adhered to :—

(@) Officials to whom works of a secrol. natare are issued will bs hald personally responsibls for their safo
custoly, and they mast be very careful Vo koep them under luck and key, an 0 cirenm.
stances bo leave (hem whero they are likely ta ba obsorred hy peopls
them.  They will submil_sn
showing thet sucl matte

pl 0 should have oo saoeen o
nually (on the Jsl Junuary) lo the Intelligencs Branch a retury
in thoir powsasion.

{5) Whon an officisl o whom a secrol, wark has beon issued vacales hin Appeininient o is (rsnaerred or

s on duty of leave (ot of [udia for any poriod. or in Lndis for any period esomsding thres

monthe), all acerel works in bis porseasion, if held ia his official capscity, muet be personally made

over to hie successor (bo he lemporary or permanent), and @ report. sabmitted to the. [ntelligencs

Branch by the offcer handing over t5e itaus showing that Ubis bas been dons. Tho following is the
Form of report to be made :—

Cortified Lhat I have this day delivored over to.

S th
ollowing secrat work iusued (0 me by the Totelligence Branch
Rruango:
No. Pull Glle of work, No. of vols. | No. of copies. Iaining veason of
ing over.
Plaso aad dals.

Signatwre,

Signature of peceiving offcer.

In the case of offioers of Lhe Dislrict Staff, these reporle mnat bo sent through the G. 0. C.

Mioial Jeaving his station under ciroamstances othor than above staled, it is optional
T ot hand osr the ek 7ork 15 i ohrgs 0 amatioe oo with the-absve prewribd
formalities ; Lut, if he doen not d6- a0, as responsiblo for (hem duting his sbewnce &y he

in during his presence at his aiation. B

limentary issues of secrel works will be held by {he recipient anlil his departure fmm
“ P"‘l‘:?l n-r-c::‘ ?hl::x“l:t Uer will be etaned to the Intelligence Bmeh for aafe custody, or

special permission oblained for its retention.
Arur Huap Qouanteus; } JAMES BROWNE, Major-Goneral,

&imla, 1ed October 1891. Quarfer Mazter General in fadia.

Intelligence Branch Diarr No. 70 of 1862







PART IL

ATGHAN TURKISTAN.

CHAITER L

INTRODUCTION.

‘I'he second great geographical div
that commonly known as ** Afxzhdn Tu
correct t g

ion iulo which our subject is dirided is
n,” a region which perhaps it is more
k of as simply * Tarkistdn."  In awilitary study of this nature
ary to enter into the early lnslmy ol this province, and I necd
that it is a conquered region inhabited by races alien to the
Afghdns. For our information coneerning it we arc indebted entirely to the maps
’Ill reports of the Alghin Boundary Comm ission, and all previous infotmation
may be regarded as (:f little value, except from a political and listorieal point
of view. I havo specially velied on the information collected and collated by
Licutenant-Colonel P. J. Maitland aud Major Peacocke, n.E., who were the
Intelligenco Officers nttached to the Afghin Boundary Commission. Much
indecd of this Part I is taken nlmost oerbatim from Cheir reports as well as
from a lecture delivered by Colone! Maitland in 1889 at the United Service
Ipstitution, Simla.* The deductions I have drawn are my own, based for
the most part on Lhe opinions of the ahove named olficors, and they must not
he regarded as in any sense an expression of the official view. They are
simply persosal opinions formed on good information, and expressed far the
benefit of those who have ncither the (ime nor the opportunily to study the
question closcly.

I have thought it hest to hegin with an introductory sketeh of the whole
region here under diseussion, and then to give as brielly and succinctly as possible
in sopnr'\lc chapters all such information as may enable the reader to goina
geuneral knowledge of Afghin Turkistin. el chapter deals with a parti-
cular part of the region, nml fovms as it were a distinct and ;cp.\mte study,
which may be completed by lurning to the references [ have given in each
chapter,

Purysicar FeATTRES.

Geographically and naturally Turkistin embraces all the country draining
to the Oxue from Lie south, exclasive of the dr e of the Ab-i-Kuuddz and
of Badakhshin generally ; and one might reasonably suppozc that all the country
on the north side of the ibi, and the Dand-i-Turkistdn
belonged cither to B Whnen we come to houndaries
and administrati all, however, see that this is nol precisely the
ease, and that, a faet, the soathern slopes of (he Koh-i-Biba ars
included in the provinee of Kdbul.

Alghdn Tarkistin consists of two distinet vegions, the hill enuntry lying
Wi es(\\m(l of the. Koh-i-Chongur, and the great ]vhn\ stretehiog from the l'oat
of the hills to the Oxus. Much of the will e suniry is fertile, and the greater
part well grassed. It hasa great variety of climate, and enjoys an uhumlnnt

® Lesture on * lhusso-Afghe Frontier by Mjor K, G, Uurrow aud Cotoncl P. J. Maitlund.
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ion aro lhe lofty ](oh-i-Chnngur,

i incipal fealures of (his T <
:ralln?zlnnuior‘lf\l;olpllr;nli:)l:mdnry between Turkistin and Badakbshin; the great

mdins between ihis range and the kli-Ab ov !{ll‘ubi»ll.nnd-i.
Rl::f?u\(\"’l(l::;::dll?l:nlc:‘u is scamed by the deep valleys of Bamidn, Saighin,
Kémard, the Dara Yuasif, and the ’l'pshkul-ghun river; lhve long It range
at the oot of the plateau which dominates the Lazhda Nahr, and in the west
{he great barrier of the Band-i-Turkistin. The whole of this alpinc. region is
deseribed in the following Chapters 11, 1II and IV.

The great plain is watered by the Tashkurghin, Band-i-Amir, Sar-i-Pal,
and Andkhol riv which are expen_rlwl in ireigation long before they can reach
the Oxus. The fertile irrigated distriels are s vated from the O by a sirip
of sandy desert which is not cultivable, hut, 0 llu_'uh ’.shu'p and (-nmc!
grae Phere is also a strip of desert Detween the Sar-i-Pil and A!ulkhlnl
rivers, while east ol Tashkurghdn the country sncnr_ly all deser! to the Kundia
river. Along the bank of the Oxus is a narrow strip of wooded :_\nd cullivable
country, hut only the western portion is actually populated. The rainfall over the
plain is considerable, and assisted by irrigation _run(l.cr.\' the courtry ane of great
patural productivity. ‘This portion of the province is deseribed in Chaplers IV
and V.

As already enid, tho geographical limits of Turkistdn do not eorrespond
allorether with the political limits. I Imfe therefore t!mught it ml\-lenble.to
specify tho ndministrative divisions, and {0 give a generalidea of the boundaries
of the province.

BOUNDARIES.

1t may he of some use {o describe in detail the houndaries of the province.
On the porth it is hounded by the Osus. On the north-west by the iuternational
frontier line laid down throngh the T'urkoman chol by the Anglo-Itussian
Boundary Comumission. Tbe western and south-western boundaries are rather
diflicult to detine. The Murghdb drainage as a rule belongs to Ierdt, but there
are exceplions. The Chichalitu valley, in which lics Chahidrshamba, belengs to
Turkistdn, while soulh of the Band-i-Turkistan the districts of Bandar, Mak,
Chahdrsada, and Chirds belong either to Maimana or Sav-i-Pdl, and therefore to
Turkistdn. The boundary line then crosses the western watershed of tho
Band-i-Amir river, and, running down a spur, strikes that river a [cw miles
below Sulij, thus dividing the Yak Walang district of Bamidn from the Kashdn
glen of Balkh-Ab. On the opposite side it ascends a spur Lo the walcrshed
between the Dara Yiisil drainage aud the Yak Walang vailey. Thus Walishén
belongs to Turkistdn.

At tho Takazar Kotal on this mein range, or thereabou's, the Loundary
line turns south, and crosses the main chaonel of the drainage, going east
to Kdmard above Jaozari, which belongs to Kdmard, After (lis j
watershed of the Saighin drainage, running easiw
whero it is crossed by the main road from Bamiin to Ta - The
Bamidn valley is divided [rom Saighin by the Ghandak meuntrin, and Lhis here
forms the baundary between the Kahul and Turkistin provinecs, as far as the
northernmost of the two praks, which are its highest points. 1t then turns
north-cast, and rons along the we: watershed of the Zarsang and Kaftar
Khina glens. Thus all the eastern part of the Koh-i-Chandak diaining to the
Surkhdb belongs to Bamiin. 'The boundary evosses that river sauth of (he
junction of the Suighin sfream, Bazbak ard its lands belonei o to Bamidn,
It then follows the weslern watershed of the Dara Parkdl to the peak known
as the Koh Jaolangih, whence it follows the crest line of ihe 1lindd Kugh
to the neighbourhcod of the Chahidrdar pass. Thenee it turas back north,
aod then north-west to (he Surkhidb near Shutar Jangal ; then it zigzaes its
way to the Koh-i-Chongur, n boundary of ‘Turkistdn,
dividing it from Ghovi of Madakhshén,  From the Ioh-i-Cliongur its general
direction is norih-west, then north, running for the most part along (l ater-
ched between the Kunddz viver and the Tashknrghan stream. 1% crosses the
high road from Turkistin to Badakhshdn at Khairabid, and strikes the Oxus
atits juoclion with tho Ak Sarai or Kundéz river.

ar Sum,
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ADMINISTRATIVE DIVisioNns.
The adminisirative divisions of Afghin Turkislu are as follows :—
(1) Mardo-i.Sharlf, whii
(a) The towa and

wo Tide Chapter 1V.
(#) Mhe riverain diet

. v.
(¢) The Chahdvkind in the bills couth of the town 1 !
() Buin
(v, Kishindi Dis'riets np the Daod-i- " L
(/) Ak Kuprak r fley. |
(9) Tanj J J
(2) Ba/t%, which includes the plain countrv rovnd it » 1v.
3) Akehd, wl
{a) The Lown and distriet so called " .
() The riverain district of Khwija Salar ... " v.
(<) Daolatabad on the Andkhoi river " VL
(4) Stilarghdn » 1v.
i5) Audkhoi " v,
(6) Zaskknrghin, which |m:lm|us— . 1v.

(a) ‘The small districts of Pir Nukbchir and (:Iu-zmgnk
in the hills .. - .
(t) Kaldar on the Oxus v.

The above divisions include the wholc of the pl.un country, the best part
of which is known as the Hazhda Nahr.

) Heitak ... Fide Chaptor IIL
(8) Dara Yiséf , L
(9) Dodt, including Itui " .
(10) Saighdn and Kimard » 11
(11) Balka-Ab, the middle eourse of the, Dnnd i- Awie " L
(12) Sang Chirak " VL
(19) Sar-i-Pil M VL
(14) Maimana " VI

Besides the districts uhnve enumurnted it hns been found convenient to
deseribo in this part of Lhe work the following districts :—
Ramidn, Lelonging to Kdbul Fide Chapter  IT.

Yok Walang Leloogiog to Kabul T

”

Andards and Khivjdn
Doshi All belonging to Dadakelién » L
Ghori J

The administralive head-quarters of the whole province of Turkistdn is at
‘Maztr-i-Sharif, which has taken the place of the ancient Balkh s the capital of
Turkistdo.

TowxNs,
The towns of Afghdn Turkistdn are:—
Mazir-i-Sharif, the capilal.
. Tashkurghdn.
Andkloi.
Akebd.
Shibarghén.
Maimana.
Sar-i-Pal.
Tukzdr (Sang Chérak).
Haibuk.

-

cepnerree
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11 <t important are (1), (2), and (6). 'Snr-i-I‘li_l is n!zo n flour-
ighingrptll;?:;, h‘:&l:‘;; (ld.),pnml (3) ave deenyed cities with few _lnlmhn:\n(s, and
are now remarkable chielly for their nnci_ent walls and lofty citadels.  (8) and
(9) are smail places, the former being quite a new town.

A poculinrily of these Turkistin lowns is ”“,t they are usually surrounded
by n mass of orchard suburbs known as (he bdghdl. In the case of Mazdr,
Tashkurghdn, and Sar-i-dl tho town walls have completely ‘I'S“I‘.l' ared in the
bdghd!, Though the gales remain, At Maimana, however, there is no bighat,
it having vanished in the course of repeated sieges.

Tashkurzhdn is the commercial capital of Turkistin, while Mazir is the
sent of gn\'dr ment.  The population of each is probably un.‘lor_2n),00()., Dut
they cover a considerable extont of grou‘l\(l. They are both .[ll'ﬂ('!lc(\ll)' ln(_le-
fensible, though they possess arks ov citadels. ‘I'ie populalion of the remain-
ing towns is verv small, and indeed Haibak and 1 sc:n'uqu (hv;wrve the
appellation of towns. 1t may ho here observed that Mazdr-i-sharil owes its
name, sanctity, and imporlance to ils shrine and great wosque called the
Mosalla. Al these towns arc more or less described in the chapters to which
they vaturally appertain; it would, therefore, be superfinous to say more
here.

Balkh and Kbulm, nnmes famous from antiquity, no longer exist as cities,
and, though they figure large ou most of our maps, bave about the samo pracli-
cal importance as Thebes or Babylon.

Takht-i-Pil is nothing more than a walled cantonment like Sherpur near
Kibul.

PoruraTioN.

‘The population of the whole province is probably under 400,000 souls,
That so scanty a population is spread over so large and fertile an avea is due
to (amine and pestilence as well as to war and anarehy, for in 1872 and 1873
the provinee sulfered severely from the former causes.

With regard £ races, it may be said that the Turki.speaking people,
namely, the Uzbaks and Turkemans, amount to about half, the etlicr hall being
Hazdras, iks, and Arabs, who all speak Persian.  There ave comporatively
few Afghins, but the immigealion ol that race is now being encourag-d.

Usbalka.—With regard to this race, Catonel Maitland was of opinion that
they, expecinlly those of the hill districts Mimana, Sar-i-Pdl, &c., were not
canting in manly gualitics, and were of very faiv physique.  ‘They have broad,
good-nitwred faces. but with a somewhal caaning expression, Ihey are rather
fair, aud even sonctimes ruddy.  Every Uzbak eun ride, and hie al wears
kuee boots of soft untanned leather, larze enouxh to allow of their being
drawn on over thick felt stockings. They invaviably dvess in lo riped
garments of many colours, and ave easily distinguished from the Turkomins
by small turbans, while the larter wear the sheep<kin hat.  Uzbaks
live in the dome-shiaped Telt tents ealled owrks or Lhirgahs, which they
! in their wilwed orchards, and shilt when so inelined.  Mud houses are ouly
considered it for cattle or for store -houses.  The Uzbaks seem more eivilized
than the Afghins,  1n every distriet (here ave recular mavket days.  The roads
and lrid attended Lo, Uie latler being capitally built.  The Uzbuks also
have something in the way of mannfactuves.  They are gool cultivators and
handicraltsmen, and keep sheep, lorses, and eamels.

S

Turkomans.— As a rule Turkomans ara darke
Uzhaks. Those in A noave all Ars nd they are a quiet,
orderly Lribe, exeeadingly indnstrions, and admirable They make ear-
pets w0 Tels, and, 1ike (he Uzbaks, live in mcchy (kibivkas). They dress like
the Uzl except for the sheepskin hat; bt the enlours Lhey wear are quicter,

The Areris live mostly along the Uxus, bat in the spring they [requent the
chol with their Nueks, -

izger, and bonier than

Arahs.—The Turkistin Avahs very much resemble the Uzbaks, except
that they spoa’s Peesian. They are all sewi-nomalie, and generally well-to-do,
They seem to own most of the cauels,
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Hazdras.—This raco is to bo found only in the Lill districts, capeci
the higher tracts.  For further information, ide Lart 1V (Kibul Provinee,.

iy

Kibchake.— Are pracgically the same as Uzhaks.
Both Uzh and Tarkemans, and al<o the Persian-speaking inlia
of Turkistin, detest Afghin vule, and woull readily weleome the Russisms. A
neous revolt ag: i ry Jikely, as the people have
armed. wor impeluons in temperament,
aninvader.  Probably they
id (hat thal solation is now

bilants

q v would join a IR
wonld prefer Bnglish rule, but they fuily underst:
seareely to Le Loped for.

CLIMATE,

There are four scasons, as in Europe, each lasting ahoul three months.
Winler is cold even in the plains, where there are oceasional Talls of snow.  Iu
the Lills cold and stow naturally increase with the clevation, and above 8,600
or 9,0.10 feet snow lies Lill April, and the roads are seldom passable by tronps 1ill
M Spring is everywhere a senson of rain. The heaviest raim is usually at
the end ot March, and for some weeks afterwards the roads ave so deep in mud
as to be almost impracticable for troops.  Afler May the weather is clear ana
seltled for all the summer and autumn up to November. Summer is hot in
the plain couniry, the heat being greatest on the Oxus, but nowhere is il so
acvers a3 that of a Punjab hot weather. The hot season is, morcover, much
sho! In summer and autumn the plain country is generally wnhealthy and
malarial [rom irrigation and llooded ground acted on by a powerful sun.
Pashkurghdn, however, is said to be always healthy,

The hill districts have temperate and cool climates according to elevatinn,
ond there are many excellent sites for summer cantonments, one heing within
a single march of Mazir-i-S8harif. By Septemher the weather hegins to coal
ain, and that month and October are most enjoyable.  In November clouds
¢ with cold winds, rain, and sleet, but the winter scldom sets in with

5t .

The barley havvest is veaped in the plain at the end of May ; the wheat early
in June. Tn IIaibak, Sang Chirak, Sar-i-Pil, and Maimana the harvesis averace
about & fortnizht later than those of the Tlazhda Nahr, but in the hizh glens
the wheat is not got in till October. The corn harvest of Dara YsdF appears
to Le in Aungust and September.  Autumn erops in the plain are gathered in
November.

The Tlindit Kush is passable from May to November, but on account of
the swollen state of the streams the routes ave not considered fully open till
well on into Juue.

SupprLIES AND T,

As regards supplics, althongh Turkistdn does not now produce as uch as
Terit, there ean hardly be a donbt as ta the supecior nalural fertility of the
provinee, and in ancient days, when Balkl was o great metropolis, it certainly
supporied a very large population.  Lven now, Colonel Maitland is ol opinion
that if a demaud avose, anl Lhe neeessary amount of land were brought into
cultivation, the province might be equal to supporting two army cor
50,000 men, while under preseat conditions a British Indian div )
ten thousand fighting men might live on (e province for about four months.
With reference o transport, about 10,000 camels are nvmlnhlo_. but of Lhis
number probably not more than half could be permanently relained for duty
with troops. [u the hilly tracts yabus and bullocks, particalarly the latter, are
in seneraluse. Of cowrse, if the Turkoman country and Mokhdra could he
drawn upon, a still larger amount of transport and supplmf wonl(ll be av “""."
85 that tho Russians anyhow would not mect with great difficulties nnder this
hend.
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ARMYT,

1t is uscless lo make any long statement nl"."."‘ the _'\ft_v.h:in army jn Tur-
Kistan, as owr informalion vegarding (-I'm ll\l‘llt:ll‘\' allaivs of the provinee
siner the time of Sardar Ishak Khan is imperleet.” It is only necessary to
remark that the bulk of the Turkistdn army cnn(‘(vnl!n(c(l at Maimana ond
AMazir-i-Sharif. At the Tormer place (he normal garrison would he :I_]ll!le
over 2,000 regulars, while at the Jatler, including the iroops at T:lk‘ht-l-l’l'll,
here mizht e 4,000 men.  There are also small garrisons at Andkhoi, Shibar-
ahin, Akehd, Sar-i-IMil, and Tashkurghan, The total recular force in (he
;ﬁl'()\'ill(‘e is probably never n\'cl'_]O,()OU men. The regular troops are (or
were) a provincial force parrisoning Turkistdn and also Badakhshdn, hut
yeeruitedd from the neighlourhood of Kdbul. The men are therelore mostly
Afghing and Kabali There was formerly a percentage of Uzbaks in
the infantry, but none in the cavalry.

%

" There is really no lown or fortress in Turkisiin where a prolonged re-
sistance could Le made in the event ol invasion, and the hest conrse for the
Afghin army to take wonld certainly be o relive to the hill country, lov it
would be hopeless for it to give batlle jn the open plains. The troops from
Maimana and Sar-i.Yal might retive by the Dara Yasil; the rest vié 1laibak.

Roaps.

"The voads in this region which most interest us are those lending from the
Mazhda Nahr (o Kdbul and Ierdt respectively, and of course from our point
of view the former are iufinitely the move important. It will perhaps be
easivr to consider {his subject from a defender’s standpoint. It will be observed
that all the roates from Kdbul meet either in Bamidn or at or near Doshi,
The Irdk, the Uiji Gak, and the Shibar passes lead (o Bamiin, while the
Lindi Kush passes, from the Chahdrdar on the west to the Khawak on the
cast, unite on the Swkhidb viver befween Dahdn-i-Tskdr and Doshi.  Of the
former group, the Irik and Idji Gak lead {hrough Maidin, while the Shibar
runs through Glorband. Of the laiter group, the Chahdrdar, Walidn, and
Kaoshdn start from Ghorband, while the remainder may be elassed as roules
Jrom Panjshir; but all, whether from Ghorband or Panjshir, bifurcate (rom or
pear Charikir, so (hat the country about Chavikdr is strategically a most
impor(ant point for concenirating the reserve of any forces or delachments
observing the Ilindd Kush passes. Tt will e uscful to yemember that Chari-
kdr is 42 miles or | marches from Kabul.  The Irik and Hdji Gak are prac-
tically the sameline of route, and one which is the main Adfi/a route to Tur-
Listdn, The distance by them from Kibul te Bamiin may be taken at 105
miles or 10 marches.

o

The Shibar from its Jow altitude (uuder 10,000') is the only pass which can
be crossed in winter, and mizht be made a good road. Itis more roundabout
than the Maiddn roules, being 138 miles or 12 stages. Of the Ilindtt Xush
passes, the Chahirdar is now infinitely the hest, being, at least for the gredter
part, a made road. ‘I'he Kaoshdin is an old 4dfile road which has been already
used by an invader, while the Khawak, though faivly good, is excessively cir-
cuitous. The distances by these three routes arc :— )

Marches! Mlites.
Kabul to Dahin-i-Kaida vié Ch I Tl P

Y oshi K a 12 127
” » Kl 18 152
Trom Bamidn and Dashi respectively lic {the two main routes to Turkis.
tin. The great road from Damidn is that by the Xara Kotal to Haibak, hut
there s also a branch rond through Dara Y Gsif to Mazdr-i-Sharif, and a route from
Sufghin 1o Doshi rid the Surklab. From Doshi there are two roads through the
Ghori distriel to Iaibak—the one leading from Dahdn-i-Iskér; {he other by the
valley of the Surkhib,  After reuniting near Chashma Shir, the road ascends to
the walershed between the Surkhdl) and Tashkurghan valleys at the Mirza Had
Bel* (clc\':lllqn 4,053"), where there is a good defensive p‘ositiun facing west.
Thence {o Laibak it is easy going. Here the direct Bamiin rond comes in.
T BAT i Kotal.
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Haibal, heing at the point of junciion of all the best roads from Kabul, thus

hecomes n point ol supreme steategical inportance. Itis as well liere to note

the distances—

Milew,

10

13

12 .
At the same time the Dara Ydsif routes cannot be enlircly neglected.

From llumiin to Dara Yiisdl (Dehi) iv is 155 miles (13 stages), while thence on

to Mazdri-Sharit by (he dircet road it is 69 miles (5 stazes). There is also the

circuitous route from Dara Ydsaf by the valley of the Band-i- Amir.

Returning now to Ilaibak, there are from that point two roads leading to
the Turk plain—the great £afile vead by Tashkurghdn, and the hill road
to Mazir vié Shididn. By the first it is 73 miles, and by the second 77 miles.
We may here summarize the distauces by the several routes from Kibul to
Mazdr-1-Sharif :

Milen. Stagan.

(A) Kébul Barniin, Waibak, Tashkurghdn, Mazér-i-Sharit.., 314 27

(D) Kabul, S| Saighin, Doshi, Huibak, Mazgr-i-Sharit 3n8 34

\C) Kibul, Chiahivdar, Taibak, Tasbkurghén, Mazir-i-Sharif T T 1

(D) Kdbul, Bumidn, Dara Ydsdf, Mozdr-i- Sbarif e 929 29

Of the above through routes, (C) is the shortest and most direct, and it has
Leen much improved of Jate years by the Amir, wlha intends thatit shall be
practicable for artillery. The best nnlural line is, however, (B), which is the
only roule that cnn be used at all during the winter months. It is, however,
terribly eircuitous, and the part along the Surkhdb is very difficult. (D) is
hardly a main route, and it can only beregarded as a (hrough route in so for as
it might be usclul for flanking purpeses and as a line of supply, thus relieving
the pressure on route (A), which, with route (C), form the two great military
Jines of communication.  The veal value of route (BB) lics probably in the Iact
that twice in its course it serves as o link between routes (A) and (C), namely,
Detween Saighdn and Doshi, and again between Bamidn and Ghorband. There
is another good lateral road from Dodb-i-Shah Pasand to the Ghori plain.

The following diagram may elucidate the relation of these routes to one
another, while their sirategic bearing on the theatre of war will be considered
further on :—
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As regnrds the roules from Turkisldn to Ilerit, it is only neces ary here
to remark 1bnt, practically speaking, there ore two—Lhe southern or hill rond
through Sar-i-Iil and Maimana, nnd the novthern vr descrl route ‘thrnu‘gh
Shibavghdn, Both meet at Kala Wali on the road to 1% N\ll'gh:ll). The
distanco from Magir to 1lerit red Maimana, Bald Murghab, l\llls‘ll(, and the
Ndba pass is about 203 miles, ov say 5 weeks” march.  ‘The Shibarghin road
is somewlat shorter, but water is deficient on some of the stages.  In any case
military operations on either line would hardly be practicable from Deeember
to Macch (wide Chapler VI).

STRATEGICAL FEATURE

e may now pass an ta consider the strategical conditions which apperr
1o govern military operations in Tuekistin, but I must premise that these will
be more clearly understood after the perusal of the following chapters. It
will, of course, be understood that strategical conditions are very largely de-
pendent on political considerations at the moment of action.

In Chapter V the strategical bearing of the Oxus on military operations is
discussed, and from what is there stated it will be scen that Kilif would almost
certainly be the first objective of the Russians, whether they advanced by the lelt
Dank of the Oxus, or whether they marched direet from Jam. It isalso quite
cectain that diflicnlt as it might be to force a passage at Kilif in the face of
organised opposilion, the Alghins would not be able to olfer any effectual resist-
ance at that point.  We may also assume that, if political eonsiderations did not
pevemplorily necessilats the choice of some oth on, May would probably
be the month selected foranadvance by the Russings. Not only is the country
then best suiled for military operations, hut any counter-movement {rom Kdbul
would then still be difficult owing to the state ol 1he passes. We may, therefore,
further assume that che only resistance (0 an advance that conld be made is such
as the Afel:in garrison of Turkistin could olfer ; and as it is quite certain that,
in (he plains at all events, the Alghans could make litlle or no resistance, we
may Yet again assume that the Russians could occupy Mazir-i-Sharif, ‘Tashkur-
ghan, and the whole Turkistan plain without any serious opposition, At the
end of May and carly in June the crops are reaped in the Mazhda Nabr, so that
comuissarial difliculties would also be redneed to a minimum at that season.

Under these eircnmstances we have to consider what conrse the Afghans
would pursue.  Obviously their best policy would be Lo fall back into the
hill countr; gradually retive sonthwards, at the same time retarding the
enemy’s advancein every possible way, denwling the country of supplies, carry-
ing off all tran<port, destroying the bridges, breaking up the roads as much as
possible, employing, inshort, every means todelay and hinder the olfensive move-
ments of the enemy. Trom Mazir fo Bamidn it is 213 miles, so Lthat assuming
the Russians would not be ready to advance into the hillcountry (ill the end of
May, it is very improbable that they could reach Bamidn till the end of June
at earlivst, that is to say, provided the retreat of the Afghdn (roops were con-
ducted with ordinary prudence and skill. By the end of June it is reason-
able to suppose that Anglo-Afghin army would be in a position to
render ail to the rativing (roops; and, as will be pointed out hercaltér in
Chapter 1L, the Bamian position i3 by no means a bad one for resisling the
attack of superior lorees.  Strategically the posilion is excellent, while in a
taet it s is ereat advantage, that it limits the number of men whbo
ean by any possi v be brought inio line of batlie. OFf conrse there undoubted-
1y arc many positions in the hills between Bamiin and ‘Tarkisidn which olfer
still greater advantages ; Tor instanes, Haibak is strategically a superior position,
while for an army of 20,000 men the Paikdm Dara positiofl (vide Chapter ITI)
is tactieall hirable ane for giving bavtle; but it seems almost certain that
at any print so far in advance wo should be forestalled by the enemy, nnd
conequently it would he unwise to adopt any plau of action which embraced
B0 cxtensive a programme as the occupation of the whole Lill eountry. What
we ghould, however, endeavaur to do is tn diseourage all fighting in the Turkis-
tdn plain, Lo ensure the stendy retirement of the Alghan forces on Bamiiin, and to
take eare that we ourselves anticipate the encmy in tho Bamidn position. On

3
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thie other hand, il the Russians were allowed {0 occupy Bamide, they would
oblain the immense strategical advantage of being able o advanee either by the
Maiddn line (Trik and Haji Gak passes) or the Ghorband line (Shibar fmus,,
while the alternative would be foreed upon us of either splitling up oue forees
to watch hoth lines, or of concentrating ax [ar back as some poing east of the
Paghumin range, that is, between Sharikdrand Kdbul, thus vielding to Uhe enomy
the [rec use ol still anollier good route, that by the Chahdvdar pass.

Under these circumstances it might be useful to point out how the Afghin
relreat from Turkistdn could best e eonducte Ihe troops from Maimana
and Sur-i-1%l, say 3,000 men, should makeat on e the Dara Yadsil by way
of Ak Kupruk, and baving gained {hat haven of safety should retire as cir-
cumstances dictated cither by way of W in or by wuy of the Kira
Kotal. The small garrisons of Andkhoi and Shibargin wonld alse probably
make for the Dara Ydsif or possibly would join the Jazhda Nabr gar.
risons {Akehd, Takht-i-Pdl, Mazir-i-Sharif).  ‘These latter would retire into
the hills cither towards Shadidn or by way of Tashkurghdn, while the Tash-
¥urghdn garrison would, of course, [all hack towards Haibak. Thus ulli-
mately the Afghin Turkistin army would couverge into two groups, pro-
Dably about 4,000 men conceniraling on Dara Yusif, and about 6,000 con-
centraling towards Haibak,  Columns of (his strength could on either line
ofler considerable resistance even to a” European [oe, as the nature of the
counlry through which these columns would be retiring lends itself in a
marked manuer to guerilla warfare.  Further than this it is useless lo indulge
in specunlation, and the only point which it is necessary to brar in mind is that
uuder present conditioas it is impossible ta - prevent an accupation of the plain
country, and that the best we can hope for is that the Afghdn retirement may
e so conducted as to render it possible for us to anticipate the Itussians in the
Bamidn position. The Iindd Kush group of passes (Chahfrdar to Khawak)
have not the same importance, as the proper manncr of observing and guarding
them is by a vigilant defensive altitude on the south side ol the greal mountain
range. Morcover, tliese passes open considerably later than the Shibar, and there-
fore nced not be so immediately considered. A earcful study of the region
most decidedly leads to the conclusion that our first care and our primary ob-
jeetive should be Bamidn, which it is of the utmest importance to deny to an
encmy.

As regards the country between the ITazhda Nahr and Maimana, it would
seem that this tract is strategically important only to (he invader, as it would
e Tor him the great lateral line of communications between his (wo main lines
of advance—the Oxus Jine and the Herit line,

The country east of Turkisidn, that is Kataghdn, need not be considered
hero, ns it can have but a very minor effect on the Turkistin theatre of war,
though it would probably he advieable for the small Khindbid garrison to_fall
back on Doshi and the Hindd Kush passes by way of Baghlin and Glori, or,
possibly better still, by Nario.




CHAPTER II.

TUE BASIN OF TIE SURKHAD OR KUNDCZ RIVER.

go channel known first as the Swkhdb, afterwards as the
Kundiz river or the Aksarai, takes its rise in that lolty \\'atcrsh_od f‘n]lvd by us.lhc
Uindd Kush and Koh.i-Bébd. Its main sources lie in the districts of Bamidn,
iehdn, sl Kamard, ‘The sirenms waering these three distriets unite nt
oklzari, and lower down, in Doshi, are joined by the river which
Andarib. Thence the Surkhdb fows through the districts of Ghori and
an, where it is joined by the important stream which drains the Narin
valley. 8o far the riv ways called the Surkhdb or Ghori. It now enters
Kataghdn, where it receivea the Turki name of Aksarni, while from Kundiiz
enwards lo the Oxus it is generally known as the Kunduz river.

The great drai

[ may here remark that of the whole of this basin it is ouly the districts
of Saighin and Kdmanl which belong politically o Turkistin. Hamidn
belongs to Kibul, and the rest is within the administralive area of Badakhshdn.
slrateg , howerer, the distriets of Andardb, Doshi, and
Ghori very intimately connected with Turkistdn,as some of the most im-
porlant roules to Kibul from Turkistdn lie through those districts. I have
therefore preferred to deseribe the upper part of the Surkhib drainage, that is,
as far down as Ghori, in the part of this work devoted lo Twrkistin. T may
Leyin this survey by some allusion {o the great range which rears its snowy
peu hove the sources of the Surkhdb. This range is part of that great
backbone of A which forms the watershed between the Oxus and the rivers
that flow towards the Indian Ocean. From the Khawnk pass to the Shibar

ass this range is called the Hindd Kusb. Westwards it becomes locally
}:nown as the Band or Koh-i-Bdba. The Ilindd Kush in its lengzth of about
180 miles is traversed by about 16 recognized passes, but a third of these are
only foot-paths, and about half a dozen are practicable only for camels of the
country, yabus and miiles. The most important of these are the— .

Khawak, Kaooshdn.
Bijgéh. Walidn.
Chalrirdar.

Of these, the Khawak leads to the head of the Andardb valley, and being a
very circuilous route would scarcely under any circumstances be used as a
route belween Kébul and Turkisin.®* The Béjgsh, Kaoshdn, and Walidn all
lead into Khinjin. OF these the Kaoshén is the best, and was formerly con-
sidered the main road, but it has now heen superseded by the Chahdrdar, a road
which has been regularly laid out under the present Amfr’s orders. It was
unfinished in 1886, but it is intended to be made practicable for artillery.  The
Chabdrdar lcads from Ghorband to Dahav-i-Iskar on the Surkh4b, and is now
the roule that one would ordinarily select if crossing the 1lindd Kush. It
may be noled here that the indd Kush is only passable from May to Nov-
ember, and that on aceount of the difficully of crossing unbridged streams, the
roads arc not considered fully npen (itl the end of June. The passes are about
1,000 feet Ligh, and the Hindt Kush is hereabouts a distinct single range or
ridge. At its western end it abuts on the decp gorge of the Surkhiib, and its
main oxis is deflected southwards, forming a depression which is the {erminal
weslern watershed of the Ghorband valley. ~ Over this depression passes the
8Shibar pass, which is the main roule from Gliorband to Bamiin. The axis of
the watershed agnin turns westwards, and now becomes known as the Band-i
Biib4, at the easlern end of which are the two depressions known s the Irak

* The Amnlr ia £2id 0 be makin,

ak pust gt & & road from Andarél to Dedakhsbdn, This, wheo completed, will moke Uhe Kha
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and Haji Gak passes leading from (he Maid4n district of Kdbul to arhidn,
‘The sketch below illustrates this curious overlapping formation,
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It will be observed that the Hindfi Kush passes all lead towards Ghori;
while the 8hibar and the passes over the Band-i-Bib4 lead to Bamifn, and
thence through Saighén and Kémard to Haibak.

T'he subject of thege passes and the great range they eross will more fitly
he dealt with in a separate chapter, which will be included in Part 1V (Kébul
Provinee), and I have intended to refer to them here so far only that their
bearing on the general topography of the Surkhdb basin may be understood.

I will now take district by district, beginniog with Bamifn and ending.
with Ghori.

BaMisn,

The district of Bamidn is the only part of the Kdbul Province north of
the great range. It comprises (i) the valley of Bamidn and its afluent
glens, all draining to the Surkhdb; (ii) the sub-district of Yak Walang (vide
Chapter III), which is west of Bamidn, and is drained by the Band-i-Amfrriver; .
and (jii) the Dai Zangi country, which belongs geographically to the Hazérajat.
We are hore only concerned with Bamidn. This district lies between the
Kob-i-Biba and the Koh-i-Ghandak, extending from the Karghanati glen in
the west to the Kalu sub-district in the east. The whole of this tract is oceu-

jed by Ilnzdras, excepi the valley proper of Bamidn, where there nre about a
thousand 1'4jik families. The total population is reckoned at 4,300 lamilies, of
which three-fourths at least are Mazdras. There is a good deal of cultivation in
the district, wheat and barley Deing grown. The surplus available has been
veckoned at 500 maunds é¢ and 1,900 maunds barley ; but, besides this, grain
could be brought from the Dara Yiisif if it were contemplated to form a
depot of sup];lies in Bamidn, and there are sufficient water-mills to grind the
wheat so collected.  Sheep are abundant, and gh¢ can be obtained from Bésud.
The pack animals of the district are yebus and bullocks. There are no camels.
There is no town in the district, and the Mikim resides in a small fort about
the middle of the valley known as Kala Sarkdri. Itis nearly opposite the great
rock cut statues known as the @ Bliut-i-Bamii South of Kala Sarkéri there
is an excellent camping ground on » plateau known as the Dasht-i-Sarkdr,
which is watered by a karez.

Colonel Maitland in 1883 traversed tho whole of the Bamidn district, so
that we have a very complete knowledge thercof. Looking from the Kham.
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- 1907 between Ynk Walang and Bamidn, he describes the gereral
::;;!:Clt S}]’l‘t’: ::Jo)unlry as bleak and barren, the Bamidn \'r}ll(-.v l_\'.mg in u deep
Tollow hefore him fo the east hetween the snowy heights of the main range on
the right and the Koh-i-Ghandak on the left. The road fl'llll'l .(Im kotal runs
across the drainage of several Jarge inhabited glens, all draining towards the
Bamign valley, which is reached at about 30 miles from the Yak W n]nng \\'Jl!l,‘l‘.
shed. The \'l'llley is here running from west to east, only nhr}ut hfn!f a mile wide,
between high hills.  Halfa mile lower down one strikes lhlP Kdbul-Turkistin road,
a broad track on the north side of the valley. The road is very good all the way,
keeping close to the hills, which are rocky. Broken clills of conglomerate 250 to
400 feet bigh abut on the valley.  These clills are lonercombed l:y caves, and
amongst Lheni are the niches in which the famous fizures stand.® 1'.nrls, or high
walled villazes, are seaftered up and down the valley, bal. t is no central
agelomeration of houses which could be ealled the town of Bamidn. The stream
is shallow in the autumn, and only a few yards wide. Lrom Bamidn itself three
jmportanl roads diverze, Lhe one mentioned above from Yak Walang, that (o
Purkistin, and the road eastwards down the valley. The latter at 7 miles
reaches the mouth of the Panjfiliu glen, up which is the road to the sub-district
known as Kdld, and thence to the IIiji Gak pass. Two and a half miles lower

‘n, near the ruins ol Zohak, the road leaves the valley, and aseends a spur to the
Kashka Kotal, which is the top of the ascent to a plateau, where (he roads to the
Shibar and Trdk passes divide. Tt will thus be scen that all t!le roads from the
threr great passes o ul, namely, the Shibar, Inik, and 11dji Gak, unite near
Zohik, and the stratesic importance of the position Tully accounts for the
ancicot prestige of that ruined fortress. Just below Zohik, or rather helow
the touth of the Pai Muri glen, the main valley turns abruptly to the north,
and becomes n narrow detile enclosed by eliffs.  This defile is practicable ouly
10 mien on fool, and is conseqently useless for military operntions. It will he
seen from the above how impoctant Bamidn is strategically. A force there
would be on the main route by the Kara Kotal to Turkisidn, and would cover
the Koli-i-Babd group ol passes in the most effective manner possible.

Sa16HAN AND KAuaup.

These Lwo small districts of Turkistitn are mountain vallers north of, and
%nrullcl to, Bamidn, hoth deaining into (he Surklidb river; the Kimad rivor at
oib-i-Mckeari, the Saighdn a (ew miles above. I'heir importance lies in the fact
that the main road from Bamidn to Tashkurghdn les through, or rather across,
them. After leaving Hamidn, the rond passes thronsh the Sokhdar villages, and
atfive miles it enters the delile of that name.  This defile is over fony miles long,
and in places only aliout 50 yards wide. Its sides arc generally impracticable.
At nive miles the aseent of the Koh-i-Ghandak spurs may e said o eommence.
‘I'he crest is reached at Kotal Katar Sum (10,9207, 18 miles from Bamisin ;
the road then descends a narrow ravine, and at 35 niles debouches inlo the
Suighdn valley near Saraink.  There isa good aliernative road to this which
runs parallel (o it nboul 3 or 4 miles to the west through Gumbut, and over
the Chap Kolak Kotal, This fact is important, as in military operations loth
would undoubledly be used, and no great difficulty would he experienced even
with guns.  There is eaxy communication between the two roads at the erest of
the range, amil infantry could casily traverse the high ground on either side of
or hetween the ravines, in which the roads for the most parts lic. Besides these
two roads there are several tracks over the Koh-i-Ghandak said to he praclica.
ble for hill camels, and these would doubtless have to be wateled by any
foree defending Bamién.

_The Saighdn valley ran generally from west to east. Thero is neither
cultivation nor population below Baidni, but ahove it is ahout half a mile wide,
is well cultivated, and hns many orchards and villages, A considerable stream
runs down the valley, whicl is enclosed between hills more or less scarped, and
'L-‘em-mlly ible.  The valley ins about 800 families, mostly ‘L'ajiks.
The gencral clevation may be Laken at 6,000 feet. From Snighdn there are several
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roads Lo ]\:’fmnr\l ; [,h_r‘nt maosl used slarts from some wny up the valley above the
L”“tl nee of the Bumidn rods, » A crosses 1 high plateau by the Davddn Shikun
(Tomli-breaker) pass t of Lhis a ro: ley at Kl rin, and
goes over the Nal-Farsh Lo the Dasht-i-3 is the shortest r:‘mrl to
3 dmard, when (s the road (ot v Kotal pass, over which
is the main kalila roule to Turkistin. A thied road known as the Maidinak
starls from the western end of the i The Dandiin Shikan
road is (hat most nsed by kafilas, hat 1he Da also sometimes
used, The Maidinak road erossing a very seldom or never
used.  Besidex the three roads above mentioned, & new voad has lately
+ to Daogh.
This road
with his whole esmp mirched iulo
very cireuitous.  On the whole it is
best line for troops.  The watershed
n be taken without mueh dillicul-
ty, while (be Dandin Sh ard is extremely tronblesome.
There is a fall of 2,500 [ S >
partofl Lhe watershel hetw
known as the Dashil-i-G tean is about 18 miles lon
easl, andl is in places 6 3 broad.  There is unforbunately no permanent water
on jt. The deseents on the Kimard side are much worse than those on the
Saighin side,
The ICimard valley is very deep, and is walled in by tremendons inaccessible
eliffs, especially on the north side.  Its botbom (5,500°) is level, fertile, and well
i d i 1 Pajiks, and muster about 400 lamiliea.. The
X apid and deep. ‘The valley, like thal of Saighdn,
produces much frait, bat comparatively little grain, and the people have to
exchange their rvice for corn from Dara Yisif and Walishin. There are no
camels and few sheep, but ealtle are wumerous, as aiso yabus. Sar-i-
Pul, near ‘he [ont of the Dandidn Shiknn, may be eallell the chiel village, From
Kimard aroud leads westward up the valley to Walishin and Dava Yisdf,
while northwards there are two imporiant reids, the kafile toad, by the
Kara Xolal,and a roundabout rowl east of ihis by the Kotal Nai Josbak,
which offers an importint altcrnative line. The [former roud, aftor pass-
ing through the narrow defiles of the Kdmard valley. turas at about the 9th
mile from Sar-i-Pil up the Madar gorge, « narrow, cliff-hound defile which is
sible from ecither side, and could bo held by a few companies. The
L , hnwever, be turned by the Siah Reg Kotal, 3} miles to the west, or
by tho Nai Joshak road above mentioned. ‘There arc other paths which lead
(o the head of the Kdamard valley, so that on the whole itis unlikely thata
superior Torce eould be opposed for long in the neighbourheod of Kédmard. At
the same time Kdward does offer a good position Tor delaying an enemy, s, if
the Siah Rez Kotal and the Madar-Bajsah gorge were held, an enemy would
Ve almost foreed o use the circuitous Nai Joshak road. The village of
i river, and isabout 6,000 lect above the sea.
From Madar (o the Kara Kotal it is about 7 miles with a rise of over 3 600 feet,
the kafal being 9,620 fert above sea,  All diffizalties seem to lic in the last t¥o
miles, in which the voad rises 1,600 feet.  The road is up a steep and narrow gorge,
encumbered by Fallen rock and boulders.  Colonel Maillaud says of it :—
Phisica very w3T pass, and it apprats impossible to matevially iwprove the tead.
ave besn freqently 1 over by the Afghins, bat with an expenditure of time and
v have been more advantugeously employed in a mew read on a

g
=
=

i Kamard is not a ridge, 1

)
2
2

bettey line.
Tor a deseriplion of the ronte onwards to Haibak, the reader is referred Lo
Chapter 111

As alveady described, the waters of Bamidn, Saighin, and Kdmard unite at
Toib-i-Mekzari to furm the Sarkhdb river, and it may be useful if T here trace
the coursa of the Surkhdbas far as Dalin-i-Iskir. T may first mention
that above Doib the Bamidn or Surkhgh river is lo:ally known as the
Aodaea.  Itis for the most part lined by Jol'ty, inaccessible rock-clills, which
oceasionally eontract the streaw to a width of 20 yards.  The bed of the stream
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is n succession of smnl] rapids and waterfalls. ll‘.V crossing ﬂ:“l ll't‘crossin_;: about
twenty times, which ean be donc oply at low-water, :\lll llns.lm_ horse miglit be
taken ns farup as Bix hak (6 nnh-‘_), I)'ut begond that the gorge is quite impassn.
ble, uscept. for men on foot by climbing, 'n‘ml not. esen that in the {lnml season,
On Lhis subject Major Peacocke suys To make n ro:l(l-nr.n the Au( ara for even
a lighlly equipped infaniry column llurl < ary operalions \\uult_l be quite
unfeasible; to make a road.even civil operation in peace time would be o

i welasa possible line for a railway passing
b, as [ar as the culling and tunncling is
e could not be pronounced an impassable line,” but Irom
miles) the work would be of the heaviest description, and
tho general gradient 1 in 44, which could not be much reduced by winding owing
10 the narrow nature of the gorge.

Trom Daidb down the river as far as the Tila plain (20 miles) the valley ia
borderad on the left by vertieal eliffs with a high (alus of débris at the oot. The
crests of this elill are q-llill.‘ 1,500 (o 2,000 Teet above the viver. Oceasional spurs
projeet to the river,and form ridges which have to be crossed by the road.  The
first village on the 1is I k (11 miles [rom Dodb). At Tala the valley
opens out into a plain about 3} mileslong by broad at its widest pat.  Ilere
aboul 1,000 Ha: families roside, and a cevtain amount of supplies would
doubtless be obtainable, besides horses and poni So far the river is usually
fordable in the dry season, and the road could easily be made fit for guns.  But
fromi ‘Tila to Dalin 23 miles, the road in 1886 was not practicable even
for Jailen camels al. many places. It is believed, however, that since then a
good road has been coustrucied the whole way, and it is known that the Amwmfr
rehed down {his road on his way to Purkistdn in 1889. At Dahan-i-Iskdr
$80) the Surkhdl valley is 7 mile wide, and hounded by high irvegular hill
slopes destitute of vegetation. The river is ahout 75 yards wide, and is only
passable at the regular fords evenin the dry ou. Dahan-i-Iskdr is a most
important point, as here the Chahidrdar route strikes the Surkhdb ; here, too, the
Dara Kaiin comes ia ; (his is the enly important tributary on the left bank
below the Kdmard junction. I'rom lere also the 4qfile route oid Dahana makes
its way to Ghori,

v

ANpangn axp Knmmxadx,

These are 1wo small districls of Badaklishdin now united under one TI4kim,
They comprise almost tho whole of the leng valley of the Andarib from its
head near the Khawak pass o Doshi, a few miles ahove the junction with the
Surkhdb, Tt is deseribed as o pretty valley, from half lo three quariers of a
wile in width, wilh many villugss and orchards.  Jts Jarge siream fails into Lhe
Surkhib just, wheve the latier coming (rom the opposiie direction turns north to
break throngh the hills, - Praetically the valleys ol the two rivers {ogether form
ong nurow trongh extending for Y0 miles from the Khawak pass to Dahin-
ar. The population of this valley is Hazdra (o the west and Tajik fo the

The upper or castern division of the ley is known as Andardb ; the
western division from Daslit-i-Kalat downwards as Khinjin. The population
of iKhinjin is reckened at 930 Fanilies, all but the people of Gazn being
1 In Andarib, including its tributary glens, the population is put at
milies, of which over 2,000 ars 1 The valleys and giens are
very ferlile, and in good years a considerable amount of supplies ean e col-
lect Colonel Maitland estimated that with suflicient notice 1,500 maunds
of dfdand rice and 2,000 mannds of barley might be collected. Very good don-
key transport is available in the district,

‘The elimale of Khinjin fallilude 3.100°) is eomparatively mild in winter.
$now is never more than a foot deep, and daes not lielong. Andarib has, however,

fn more severs winter.  ‘The river of Andardb is gencrally fordable from Septem-
ber ill Apr s ¥y eptem:

The passes over tlia Windd Rush ave described elsewhere (zide Dart IV), so
but liLtle reference will e wnade to them here. It will be convenient if T now
describe (be Andardb valley [rom its head down to Doshi. The most easterly of
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the passes over the Tlindd Kush proper is the Khawnk. i

l\i{-’l?. is cansidered practicable (01: (‘\‘Fme\s. Tt was used \:l;l l";n!’::ﬁ:; 11{;;3‘-0 ::ITt
carried his guns over on camels.  The road afier (leswmli'ng to the l'i\'l:'. mn:
down (he hottom of (he valley, ar rather glen, which is Iere known ns Pashai.

The main valley is only one or two furlonga in width, while the hills on botl
sides are high, steep, and almost impracticable even for infantry. The river,

thougl here shallow, is not easy to eross on aceount of Lhe current and the rockn’
and bouldera. At Sanghardn the Murgh glen joins in on the right, and the main
valley opens out cousiderably.  Up this M en is the road t'n Nirin and
Khanabdd (93 miles distant);* also 1o the Shibslbin and Késdn valleys of An.
darab, by which there a 1 Lo be roads into IKhost. A few miles further on the
valley widens to 1) or 2 miles, and here is Banu (£.7007), the principal village
in Andarab (300 families), and the residenee of the Hakim.  1vom here lherl.-Bis
ireet road te Panjshirand Chirikir by the Avzu Xotal, butitappeara to be
y .1 It'may be mentioned here that hetween Arzo and the Khawak
aresame halt dozen passes across the Llindd Iush, but none are of special
military importance, and they are livtle better than feol-paths. From Banu to
Yuceh, the next village of any importanee, it is 14 miles. The road is very godin
parts, bad in others, but a fow days’ work would makeit practicable for wheels. The
river is generally unfordable, but there is a brid Bany, and another below,
Near Yuch the Xush Dara road strikes oll to Ni It is believed to be fnirly
casy, and is usedd by travellers between Nivin and Khinjin, At Yuch one enters
the 1lazira connt From Yuch to Gazin it is 15 miles. The road is lairly
good, and could easily be improved, as no blasling would be required. At ¢ miles
pass the Béjadh glen, up which is the road by the Bijeih Kotal to Tutamdara
near Chivikdr. ‘The kotal itself is not diflicult, but the road drywn (he Sdlang
rlen on the south side of the Hindi Kush is barely practicable for laden mules.}
Bajgih marls the limit begween Khinjin and Ands The road now enters
the part ol the valley known as Khinjin. The prineipal place is Gnzan (3,100),
on a sort of plateau projecting [rom the spurs on the south, Tt is rather im-
portant str: 11y, as here meet the Knoghin and Walidn routes from Ghor-
band and the Khanisao route, which is the shor route to Kelagai in Ghori.
The dislances by the two routes across the Mindi Kush are approximately—

i.Guljén (Ghorbond valley) by Walian ... ... 50
-Guljan (Gharband valley) Ly Kaoshda ... e 50

Gazan to Burj
Gazan to Bwj

So that the lalter is not only the better road, bul also the shorter. Tt
must not be supposed, however, that tho Kaos 1 its present state is fib for
the march of British troops. To make it practicalle fer even mountain bat-
teries would take 2.000 soldiers at least a fortuight, if no local labour were
available. From Gazan te Doshi the road presents nospecial difliculties, and the
valley is wide, flat, and cultivated, the principal crop being rice.

Dosar.

This small district, at the confluence of the Andarib and the Surkhdb, lies
to Lhe west of Khinjin. It extends from Kiru, on the Andardb river, a short
way lowards Dahin dron the Surkldh.and down the valleg of the Surkhdl
to Kelagai. 1t is subdivided into Kelagai and Doshi, «nd the total population
is cstimated at about €00 families. In Doshi the people are all Mazaras ; in
Kelagai they are s or Alghins.

Doshi is a Tfertile tract, bul, owing to the ravages of lacusts, no grain but
rice is much grown.  The elevalion ol the distriet v ries from 2,000 to 3,000
feet, so that snow does not Jic very deep here in winter. At Doshi proper, that ia
near the confluence of the Andardab and Surkhib, the valley is about 1} miles
wide, filled with rice-fields, the river in several channel The position is most
. anl, as practically Doshi covers all the routes acress the 1llindi Kush
{ to Lthe Chahdrdar pass. Including the Surkbih valley np to
Daliin-i-Tskir in this position, three roads lead northwards fvom Doshi, namely—
(1) the old kafile voud from Dabdn-iIskir by Dabdna (cide Route No. X,
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ies); Colal Amrutak road to Ghori (vide Roule No. XE); (3
ﬁ:hxlfi:rsle:';v(12-;32;'?10]:‘:nllhc valley of the Surkhdb vi{i ](elt!zni (ride llnu',g
No. XV). The fust pamed is possibly now the best, as it was intended to lnnk_e
it n' gun road, which would be available at Inll seasons. The .Amn‘\lnk road is
said 10 be a very goorl ane, except for scarcily of water nlongllt. The nh'l Im’_/‘i[n
road goes Lhrough Lills for 20 miles, and then enlers tho plmn of Glforf' The
highest crest erossed oo (his rond is about 6,00_0 I'_eM, “'l:lll? at Dabdn.i-Iskér,
where the road leaves the Surkbab, the elevation is only 2,880 (cet.

Colonel Maitland gives the following description of Kelagai : ,"' '!‘his valley
is about 10 miles long and 3 or 4 wide, but narrow at each untll. Ih‘n dn.es not
include the bare p]ailfn[ the Dasht-i- Kelagai on the l_mrth-mst side. The l_ulls_nre
high and rocky, both on the cast and we: 'I‘hel'clls a gqml deal ol:eulhynlmn.
At this time of the year (September) it i mlostl:v”rlca. ‘Lhere are five villages,
Tho people are hall Afghdns, hall Surkhibi 1ajiks - . .
It would not he at all casy to move troops about over the cullivated part of the
valley.”” 'There arc soveral fairly good roads [rom here into Nérin.

Guonr,

This district of Badakhshin may be roughly said tn comprise the plain of
Ghori and the country draining inlo it from the surrounding hills as fur north
as Sebtiit on theriver, below which point the Baghlin district commences. The
district takes its name from the ruined fort of Ghori, which stands a prominent
object in (he centre of the valley. The whole of ihe norihern half of Lhe
Ghori plain is very marshy. Swumps, reed beds, and cultivation arce inter-
mixed, while the southern -half is bare and alinost waberless.

Ghori was formerly inhabited principally by Uzbaks, but Amfr Shir Ali
after destroying Kala Ghori istroduced Ghilzui colonists, who now form the
bulk of the settled population. The following estitnate was made in 1886 :—

Familics.
Tajiks and Uzbuks w450
Haziraa e . 3,000
Afghdnes, mostly Glilzais ... v 2,200
Tomat .. 5,850

The district produces wheat, havley, rice, millet, maize, &c. The land is
good, but there is a superabundance of water in the northern half of ihe plain,
and a deficiency in the sonthern hall.  The amount of supplies procurable in
the district is large. It was caleulated in 18n8 that a strong Anglo-Indian
brigade of all arms might be fed for a week in the district. Grass and eamel
grazing are abundant, whilst sheep, camels and horses, or yabus are numerous,

'I'he plain of Ghori, though survounded by hills on all sides, is perleetly
fiat.  Its shape is oval, rather larger at the southern cud.  The length of the
plain may be 16 miles; the breadth 6 to 10 miles.  The villages are chielly in
the northern half, particalarly on the east side ; they are mostly on the banks
of the river, or on one of the four canals which irrigale the plain.

The river Surkhdb having ran from Doshi in a ralher rocky
narrow valley emerges into the plain, and crosses it diagonally. |
the vailey throngl a short 2ap in the hills into the Bazhlin plain, but it is not
necessary o follow ifs course. The hills, which divide Ghori from Baghlin on
the north, are low and easy, and those 15 the cast, separating it from I\'l:iriu. are
nlso qf no great height or diflienlty ; but 1o the west is a lolty range, the
Koh-i-Chougar, i five or six thousand fecl above the pl in, while other
high and steep hilis continue along the left hank of the Surkhdl to within a
shurt disl:lnr'.t' of Kundiz. All these hills are the eastern ' of the great
plateau deseribed in Chapler IIL. The general elevation of {he Ghori pla?n is
nl,_oub 2,000 fect, so that, looking south fvom here, the indi Kush, nbout 40
miles distant, appears asa lofty wall towering above the intermediate hills. The

and generally
Lt escapes from

-
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Surkhidb in this part of ifs eourse is [rom 20 lo 50 yards wide in a deep bed
hetween rocky banks.  ‘The fords are impassable in'summer, whien the river is
Tiigh, and there is only the one bridge atv Pul-i-Khowmri.

From Ghori two great roads lead northwards, hat to ITaibak
tdan (Itoutes No, VIIT and X, Kabul series), and thal to X
(Route No. X1).  There arealso routes leading eastward to Nirin from Kelagai.

STRATEGICAL CONSINERATIONS.

‘fhe foregoing account of the distvict deained by the Lead waters of the
Surkbdb will, it is hopeid, elearly indicate how all the roules from Kdbul to
Turkistéin meet either in Bamidn or in the short space belween Dabau-i-Iskdr
and Doshi. The Bamidn position. steategieally speaking, eannot be turned, as,
even supposing the Doshi position is foreed and the Hindit Knsh passes fall into
the possession of the enemy, a force in Bamidn can always (the season permit-
ting) fall back wid the Irdk or Uaji Gak, whereas in winter, the lindd Kush
prsses heing impracticable, retreat eould not be cut off on that flank, while at the
same lime a retivement could almost always be made by the Shibar. Even in
winter Bamiin is move aceessible from Ghorband and Kibul than it is from
aibak and Turkistdn, Natural and topographical ennditions (herefore poiat
to Bamidn as a strategical position of first-rate importance, whether for denying
the nicst direct route from Turkistin for asswing the offensive, or as a2 mere
point of ehservation on the northern side of the great range.

As regards the Doshi position, & turning movement f{rom the cast by
way of Narin is very unlikely owing to its circuitous and troublesome nature,
and bheeause it woull fail to cut off retreat by cither the Kaoshdn or the
Chahdrdar, the passes on which the defenders would naturally most rely. On
the other hand, it might he disregarded altogether by nn enemy from the north,

ching west along the important lateral route kncwn as tho
Dara Kaidin (Roule X1V-G) shift his attack (o tho Kimard line. There is
another deawback to the Doshi paosition. It could nct be held in winter
becanso all retreat therefrom would be inteceepted till June, and consequently
any force there would cxpose itself to be overpowered ; while in summer a
defender would probably be anticipated, and find the position already in
possession of the evem On the whole, lherefore, it would scem adrisable Lo
avoid this positim except as one ol observation, and to conline the defence of the
Hindd Kush (o its southern side-—that is, to concentrato in Ghorband. - This,
together with the Bamidn position to which (thorband is linked by the easy
Shibar pass, forms an admirable line of defence, extending along a froat of 89
miles from Birj-i-Guljin to Bamidn.

This chapter may be fitly closed by a tabular statement of the prineipal
roules vouunected with it—

Stages.  Miles

Kalul to Bamidn vid the Ilaji Gak ... I [
o w ik Wl 108
»om Shibar 12 187}
., Dahan-i-Tekir rid the Chahardar RS ER F.1
» Doshi ” Kaoshén . 12
. " Khawak 17 8

Bamidn to (Taibak rid Knra Kolal 11 140

" Doshi ,, Saiy A TR

Doshi to [lsibak ,, Ghori 6 72

Ticfi renecs.
Lecture an the Russo-Afghin Frontier, Part TT, pages 4. 5, 6,
Afghin Boundary Co on Records, Vohume I, pages 300—
" " w  Volume I, puges 1~ —357, 411=118, 05— 143, 451—45}
- - w Volume I, pages 56, JU9—410, 441—43.
Routes (Kabul series) Nos. ¥, 1), VIL VIIL IX, X, XTL XIIT, XIV, XV.




CHATTER III.

111 DASINS OF THE BAND.LAMIL AND TASUKURGIIAN RIVERS.

Koh-i-Babd and (he plain of Turkistin lies a great platean ar
elcva‘l.‘:(r:;z:n‘:;n region which fills ?1[) the space helween ’ﬂ’m .\':\lh-_v of II|'13
Surkliib or Kundiiz river on the cast nml_tho. Balkh-Ab or Rud-i-Mand-i- Amiv
to {he west. This plateau terminales iu th.e range which overshadows the
Purkistdn plain, and which at its western end js known as the Knh-ll-‘\lb wz, a
range whose peaks rise to 8,000 [ ﬂ.ll‘ll which tll"x‘\ps :Iln}nst purpcu’(l.lcul:u-l_\' to
1 000 feet, thot being the ge reral elevation of the Turkistan plain. The :I_|).l"l|p[,
n:'mlrc of the narthern searp of this plateau is not onl__\' n rema able "nnht; v
fealure, but distinctly indieales the northern limit of !lus platean, which may
thorefore be said with some aceuracy to be nhm‘xt 140 miles long _fl‘om north to
south and 80 miles broald. The gencral elevation of .lllc p!:ltcﬂu is from 10,000
to 7,000 fect, and its surface, though diversified by high Lills and deep valleys
may he characterized as undulating. Itsappearance is barren ; nevertheless there
is g'nozl grazing, and a certain amount of corn is grown. The valleys are Jor the
most part remarkably deep gashes. There are three such valleys in tl:e south-east
porlion of the plaleau, namely, Bamidn, Saighdn, and Kdmard. These all run
Irom west (o east, and unite to form the Surkh4b rviver. They have, !.hewl'm-x-,
boon deseribed in Chapter If, which specially deals with the basin of that
important stream.  The north-cast side of Lhe plateau is drained by the Tash.
kurghdu river, the central portion hy the Dara Yiisif, and the south and west
by the Balkh-{b, more commonly known ns the Band-i-Am(r or Hand-i-Barbar
river. It is the drainage area ol these three rivers which aro dealt with in this
chapter.

I may bogin by deseribing the basin of the Tashkurghdn river.

The ordimary kafila road from Bamidn after lenving the valley of Kimard
ascends by a rough and steep approach to the Kara Kotal, where a grassy undu-
lating plateau nearly 10,000 feet ahove the sen isreached. Descendinz from the
Kara Kotal, the drainage of the Tashkurghdn stream is enteved at the village
known as Doib-i-Shih Pasand. The people here nre Titars, akin to those of
Doih-i-Mekzari on the Surkhib. and the two places, though some distanee apart,
ave (ov were) under the same chiel. The stream runs northwawd througha sue-
cession of murrow defiles walled by high cliffs. In places these gor,
impassable, and the road has then to climb up to the plateau, where it
always good. Againin places the defile opens out to a certain extenl, and there
are villages wilh dense masses of orchards filling the valley from side to side.
From Doib Shih Pasand (7,150°) there are roads leading right and left
to Dalidn. and Dara Ydsal respectively. By the former poute there is
an all id from Kimard. Al th routes are fair pack roads, To
Dahin-i-Iskdr it is about 48 miles ; {o Dira Yisil, 72 miles.® At Dodb-i-Shih
Pasand the valley is about 700 yards wide. 1t is a cold, trecless place, but is the
head-quaiters of Lhe district wlh ends down the valley to Rii. This district
is sald 1o _eontain aboul 1,500 families of Persian-speaking Tatdrs and 1,00
lamilies of Shekh Al Haziras, which together give a population of ten or
twelve thousand.  Wheat and barley are the only crops, but practically there is
very little surplus grain.  Sheep, however, are numerous, and ther: is very good
grazing.

ative v

On the next mareh the road, leaving the river oy the right, crosses over o
spur of the plateau (o tl:e Ambar valley joins the stream at Rai, which is
another small sub-district containi me 500 families of [ sh Iaziras,
Riii is well cultivated, bat supplics would be searee, and th are no trees,
There is a good road from i to Dara Yiistft which is practicable for caraels,
but has the drawback of a deficient water supply.

From Ruii to Maibak (3 marches) the road follows the river, except
for the first few miles, where it crosses a part of the platenu on the right

of Alghnn Moumdacy Comn
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lmn!\'_, and is very rough. In this part of its course numerous streams juin
the Tashkurghdn river from the lofty Koh-i Chongar on the right, but the
platean on the left is almost walcrless. The main stream is '"ﬂm-nlly
ahout 10 or 15 yards wide ; it runs in n racky hed, and is very swift -nni muddy.
but may be eonsidered fordableas far down as Khuram, exeept. in spring. l.l(-yond.
Khuaram one is rather dependent on the bridges. At Khuram the valley is
about 500 yards wide, and ia entirely filled with orchards. The hills on ench
side are hardly accessible.  Sar-i-Bigh helow Khuramis a place of much the
same nature. At Haibak the first important place on tho road is reashed.

IInibak (3,160°) —Is a prebly litlle place at the south end of the beantiful
and populons valley of that namo. Lt owes its importance enlirely to ita
stralezic silualion at the confluenco of all the hest roads from Tarkisidn te
Kibul, whether by Kara Katal ana Bumidn or by Glori and the [inld Kush
passes. ‘The valley of the Pashkurghda river is 1 alhout o mile wide, but
lower down it expands to n width of seve miles. It is rather closely eulti-
vated, and is studded with villages surrounded by orehards. T'he bak valles,
being much cut up by w.llsand canals, is not a good country lor the mounted
arms lo operate in.  Flere is a small Iazase at 1aibak, and this is overlooked
by the fort, which might be converted into a [airly strong post for one battulion.
There is 2 gond camping ground at Kalir Kala, and also at the place called
Dashit-i-Mazir, when the crops are off the ground. The climate of Ilaibak
is considered (he hest in Turkistin, and compared with that of Kibul it is more
cquable. "There is a good deal of rain in xpring, and spates occur in March
and April. The harvestis at the end of June.  Haibak disteict extends from
a point about 10 miles above Ilaibak to Kush Bara.  Above Uaibak the people
are mostly Tdjiks; below Uzbaks, The total figed population of the distriet,
including Sar-i-Bagh and Khuram, is estimated at 2,500 families, say 12,000
souls, of whiel rather more than half are Uznal "The nomad population—
Uzbak, [Tazdra, and Arab—number perhaps another £,000 souls.

Wheat and bavley are the principal erops.  The total annual erain produce
is estimated at 70,000 maunls, and, if this be correct, e ot could feed
about 3,500 troops and [ollowers all the year rund from loex] resourees; but the
annual outlurn is dependent on the extent of the ravages wade by locusts.

Light miles below Ilaibak (he valley is divided longitudinally hy the Etam
Koh, The river flows on the weslern side, while the road goes to the right, or
east ol it, rejoining the river at the bridge of Hazrat Sullin, 6 miles further on.
Here the Tashkurghin district is entered A few miles beyond the village the
valley opens out into the small plain of Ghazui-Gak, surrounde.l nortli-east and
west by high, steep, rocky, bare, and inaceessible hi The exit from this is
by a defile piercing the ouler range, w lich delfile euds in a (remendous gorge,
at the mouth of whieh is the town of Tashkurghiu and the plain country of
Turkistdn (zide Chapler IV).

The route ahove described is (he ordinary Lafila route from Kdbul to
Turkistan, and from time immemorial bas been the great line of communication
for six or seven months in each year. 1 may here note the distances by this
route ;—

e

Mazches  Miles.

Kabul to Bamidn rid the Irik pass® 10 It3
Bamiin to Haitak . n 1400
Haibak to Tashkurghin 3 42
Totar 2 297

1t may therefora be said thal loaps going from Kibul to Turkistdn would
occupy abouta month on the march. 1t may be noted that from the Maiddn
valiey to the Turkistdn plain the only talerably open country through which
the road passes is the valley of Libak

Dara Yisif-—The nest nalaral division with which we are here concerned
is the valley or basin of the Dava Yiiwil. whi-h. asalready remarked, dr:'\n!s the
central pnrlion of the platean. Thisat its<outhern end is known as the Walishdn

= The A has fately s improved (e alternasive 1. . Jasd Gatit iswow wl o prefereuce to tho Ieik.
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The high range ealled the Koh-i-Kdjkamar (o ‘ﬂm:nulh of Walishén ju
the lmuu(lmylul\\r(-n the proviness of Kaibul and Turki I.nn m‘well as the
lershed of the Dara Yisif. The road from Band-i-Amir® over this range
e narvow and had, bubtil mny lw considered praglicable for mules
from Chashuia Sang Top (56
t for nll arms, for » con-
s a “ertile valley,

orngn is plen-

valley.

is in places very
(n(leplluulc No. XVII, Kabul 1]
miles {rom Band-i-Amir) it iuproves g greatly and
siderable part ol the way even for w Iu.rlml guns.  Walis
aboul 2 miles wideasa rule, aml honndod by steep lofty rilge
titul, bat firesond seave ». the inhabitants ave i Mindid ll 7iir:
smne men. lvoking umwlllw Iehans than Haziras, There are about 500 fami
of them. Betwe Yasal the vz alley contracts, and the road
pq«(\ through a iy ni, which at one place is
v 6 ¥ cards wide. s still prae eable Tor eamels, hut would have to he
A A Eor (he pa The main valley of the Dara Yisil extends
Ivom this tengi down to Dhi, that is, for ahont 16 miles.  Numerous \'\llv_\_s
and ravines dvain inlo 1, mostly from the south-west. and south-east. This
part of the valley is very fectile, The whes L produced in the district, mostly it
¢, is nolorions both [or gquantity

wonld seem on i Il||[.||ul\ ne the valle th t
and quali A goud deal is exported.  Probably 14,000 British troops in
the wsual proyort ons might be fed here for a month on leeal supplics. Rice

cultivated in the main vailey, and orchards of miulbe

Forage for horses and mules is a )uml.-mt
Sheep ingeent nwmbers are proes . The population of the D 10
s sabsidiary vableys, ineuding is cstimated

LOUO souls.  Of these, 4,500 Tamilies are 1a
riks. A Tew miles below Deli the main stream is entered
the Kushk Dara, which in the flood season

annel Tor the dreain everal laree ravines.  Upone of these is the
wale 1o i alveacly mentioned, while up anothier is that by Shisha W alang 1o
the Kara Kotal and Kamed (eide Boutes X1V-10 and XIV.F, Kabul series).
"I'his ix an important voute, and mueh used.  Below Dehi the \'n]ll-y contracts,
and the romd beeomes more diliicu’t. There is a ronte vight down the bed of
tire strenm through navrow chif. lmuml defiles, hut this could only be used when
e river s low; the betiee road lies on the heights nbove (he right bank.
'l wenty-thees miles helow Def o hes Kishindi-Ri'a. and from he)e to its
ion with the Band-i-Awmir th valley is known by the name of Kishindi.

al 400
Ly a ravine know

'l‘hc Kishindi distriet belongs to Mazir-i-Sharif; its inhabitants are mostly
Kibeh ‘Ihet routes throngh Kishindi are, ho\uwr, of minor importance, as
the Teom Lrarn Yiistl to Mazir goes approximately due rorth,

¥ tle Shadidn

1t may be useful to note here

Miles.
Sarkini) ..o 100
Baminn to Dara
an Yas il ta Bain

D \ o
The m:
munieations but as a
itand the Llaghda N

=

T he source nf llus river isin lhe cunnus
e on the north side of the Koh-i-Biba in the
From the lakes (o Sulij the deep valley of the
river, :lmnv'h “rner \II\ spraking more than 5,000 [eet above the sea, is Tairly
populated andg ||'|‘I|ll_\ fertile. It 1hen enters a series of gorges bounded by
enormous ¢lills, while the river bhecomes deep, swilt, and unlordable. The
rond down the v-|l ¥ is quite impractieable for ba ge animals, thus preclud-
X the use of this line for mil 1Ty operati The only importance there-
fore ot the Yak Walang distri-( is (ly traversed from east to wesl by
the road between B‘mu‘m and Daolaty ul alan l'mm north 10 south by the
roule wh ting from Ghazn, er “ihe Ifa and comes over the
Kob-i-Biibi by a Iofty pass 1o Jand i-Anir. 1 henee it, is continued by the

S Inthe Yk W
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Amir (Balkh) river.
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road ahove deseribed to Dara Ydsdf and Tashkurshin (oide

XVII, XX, Kabul series).  Practically June to Sl‘ll?l‘lll])l‘.r( is Ihlt}‘:)‘.:lrlcy! si‘s’nlr;
during which use could be made of theso routes by troops. 'Fhe total popula.
tion of Lhe Yak Walang district is cstimated at 3,000 families of ].[:lllill"lup A‘
considerable amount of wheat and barley is grown, and il neeessary 2 000
maunds of wheat and 6,000 of barley counld le collected. Yok Walane | 'I\si-
diary to Bamidn. Aflter leaving Yak Walang (he river ﬂ();\-slh:nu b the
district known ns Balkh-Ab, which is part of Turkistin.  I'his dilrict
which extends from Sulij to Tunj, is a hilly and diffienlt (ract, hut never.
theless it is [airly fertile, and a week’s supplies for a Uritish Indian di
sight perhaps e obtained (rom it, and could be transporled on pack bullocks
1o Walishén if necessary. Grass and firewood are said to be abundant, and {he
large number of nomad Arabs who pasture their flocks in the (lislri(:t' suppori

aub-district of Mnzir-i ‘I'his is principally a grazing district, and the
people, who are mostly s, own large flocks. The population is reckoned
at 900 families. Below Tunj comes another sub-disirict of Mazir-i-Sharif,
namely, Ak Kupruk, which supports, including nomads, about 1,000 Uzlmk’
families. A small amount of supplies could he eallected here, iand could be made
available any where down the river. Irom Ak Kupruk downwards Lo Lhe
1lazhda Nahr a road practicable for troops follows the river. There are also
roads lending right and left to Dara Yiisif and Sang Chdirak respectively, but
these Interal roads are not likely Lo be of much use Lo any one, cxcept in so
far as they facilitate the collection of supplics. The road [rom Ak Kupruk
is o good camel road, and from Ak Kupruk itself (alt. 2,345°) to Mazir-i Sharif
it is only about 50 miles. The road Jics on the right bank of the river. "I'he
high hills and dcep gorges ave now left behind, and the country becomes more
open, Lhe hilis ave smooth nnd of n grassy down-like character, traversable in
almost any direction by infanlry or cavalry. Seven and a half miles below
Ak Kuprak the river from Dara Yisifand Kishindi joins in. It is in autumn a
shallow stream, 20 yards wide, but flowing, as it does in a deep gorge, is probably
a formidable torrent in spring and summer. I'hrce miles lower down the road
from Dara Yisif (Route XVII B, Kabul serics) comes in, so that [rom here
onwards the valley of the Band-i-Amit becomes a [ealure of strategical im-
portance.

After passing the Uzbak village of Kizilkand, the lills hecome a litthe
more difficult, being steep and rocky near the hottom. ‘The river, it may be
observed, even in autumn is 50 to 70} ide and unfordable, so that prac-
tically the road lies in a defile. At Buinaldra this defile opens out to a width
of about 2 miles, which wid(h is maintained for a dozen miles to (he Chashima
Shafdn Tangi. The bills also again become low and casy, s (hal the ground
hereabouts is suitable [or the coneentration of troops. Lhis part ol the valley,
known as the Paikim Dara, is the Buinakira snb-distriet of Mazic-i-Sharif. It
contains a settled population of about 400 families, mostly Uzbaks, hut is also
much frequented by nomad Arabs. There is a fair amount ol cultivation, and
it is caleunlatled that the district could feed a mative hattalion for oue week.
The Afghdns evidently consider this a very probable line for military opera-
tions, as in the winter of 1885-86 they formed a large depit of supplics hera
in case a Russian invasion of Lurkistin should compel Lhe Alghdn troops to
retive into the hills,

Oceasional villages dot ihic valley all the way to the Tangi Shafin. At
Jangali a gond lateral road from the east comes in, by which the Dara Y
8hadiin road can be rcached, while on the left hank of the river, opposite
Paikim Dara, there is o valley, up which is the direct road from Mazir to
Sang Chirak and Sar-i-Puil.  About 3 miles below the village of Paikim Dara
is the Tangi Shafdn gorge, through which the river escapes to the plain of
Turkistsn, 'The high end of the Albmz vange is on the left, while on the right
is a small rocky conical hill connected wilh the main rango by a broken
ridge easily nccessible to infantry. The gotgo lies north and south, and is
from 100 fo 50 yards wide. The road is about 6 feet wide and good, with cliffs
on the right and the rapid river below it on the left. The deGleis about a mile
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Iy
inlength, A o bnmdredyards belors a0 e rond.The river s
184 nnorrol\'(‘ol‘l.tml:‘“_?dc ; it is rapid and vocky, and is unflordable all the way Lo
lIIe‘“’I’r:ll (;rl;n'i’n; ]l;lkl‘i, 7:} miles below.  With {his defile the !li!l country may
:n;osnid !_0- emi, and the river enters the Turkis(in plain, where it is soon splitup
and absorbed by numcrous canals.

1t will be secn from the foregoing that the drainage of the plnlem’l for the
most part reacl he plains by 1wo imnnrtaut outlets, the ’I‘usllkurgl_lun gorge
ond the Tangi Shafdn, through which dehiles _]('ml, ihe most important
roads leading nortliwards into Turkistdn bu_t as, Desides these two g'rc:\t, portals,
thero nre others aiving access to the plains, it is necessary to ‘d(-scrllm the cha-
racter of the hill range bounding the plain between these defiles.

As already observed, this range rises very abruptly from the plains (1,000')
to nidge whose peaks areall over 6,000 feet ahove the sea, and one of which, .tlm
Shingak. rises to 7,530 feet.  These hills are limestone rocks, the upper half being
sheer ¢lilf.  On the south side of the range is the high bare upland eountry of
the great plateau, above whick the range does not rise Lo any great height. Be-
tween the gashes formed by the Tashkurghdn and l!nnd»i-Amgr vivers there are
two gorges, up whicl are roads to Mdlmul and Shédidn, and which give access to
the plateau. West of the Shididn Tangi the hills are mueh lower, but prac-
tienlly the range offers a perlectly defined escarp penetrable only ut the points
mentioned.

The road up the Milmul Tangi is practicable for eamels, but not for
wheeled artillery. 1rom Mazdr to the mouth of the gorge it is 13 miles, and the
road, lhongh stony, is casy. ‘The gorge is from 15 to 30 yards wide, and the
the cliffs on both sides ave high and ipaccessible. From the gorge to the
village of Malmul (4.500°) it is 6 miles, and the road, which is oflen rocky and
steep, ascends 2,175 feet in the distance. From Mdimul there are practicable
eamel roads to Haibak (61 miles) vid Pir-i-Nakhehfr and to Shididn (15 miles)
(vide Route XIVL, Kabul series).

From Mazir towards the Shddidn Tangi the road is open nnd easy for 7 miles.
1t then enters the Shiddian defile, which soon becomes a gorge, 20 10 40 yards
wide, the sides of which are rugged clifs of great height ; but the road is prac-
ticable for all arms.  The gorge ollers a position that could be defcnded by a
small foree agninst great odds, and one that could not be casily turped. At 9
miles the gorge ngmin becomes a defile some 60 yards wide, with high but
accessible Lills on the left (proper right).  Shortly alterwards the rond divides,
one branch goes up to Shidiin (5,700°) ; the other is the Dara Yisal road (vide

loute No. XVII, K4bul scries).

It is, of course, impossible Lo forecast {he nature of military operations
dependent on unknown conditions, hut the wonderfully defensible nalure of
the range overlooking Turkistdn venders it permissible to assume that if an
invader were in occupation of the plain countyy and the defender were in a
position 1o contest the ills at all, that his fivst line of resistance would
be this range. Up the Tashkurghdn defile lies the best road to Kdbul,
aud therefore naturally the wain foree would be based on Maibak te conlest
that line of advance ; but as the Mélmul and Shédidn Tangis both aTord facilities
for & twining movement, it would be v to place detacl ts on both
these lines Lo retard and oppose such movements. Nor could the Paikim Dara
(Band-i- Amir defile) position le neglected, as otherwise an cnterprising enemy
might threaten the deleiders’ communicalions Ly the line of the Dara Y Gsif.
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CHAPTER 1V.

TIE TULKISTAN PLAIN.

The plain of Alghdn Turkistin i o clearly defined g
ing from the [oot of the mountains ta the Oxus. and l'l::l: a:eh;z?llnfin:/h::o:‘:‘ tlclh
sandy desert west ol Andkhoi, Th ition from hill Lo plin is \‘v(-ll m ok -T
and even abrupt; and the fact that U [ hills presents to the north ::t' t'
and rugued barrier, accessibleonly at ct pointy, gives to the n\'v-;ti-e:'nl:
tiou ol the subje able militry i nce. The length of the- )I:in
ns_dnllnml above may be taken at 290 miles, while the breadth varies i‘ru}n‘ 20
miles a the mouth of the Kundiz river (o nhout 50 miles on the line Kilif-
;\kclm-Sh‘lbnrt_:h:iu. [t must be remeahered that it portion of this plain
cast of a line deawn from the mouth of the Kuneliz river t» Khaivibid bclmn-
within the political boundaries of Badakhshdn ; he

that part below Kilif can be said to he fairly populated.  (Foran
riverain track reference is invited to Chapter V.}  South of this sty
aandy desert 10 to 20 miles across. [ places Lhis desert stretches
the hills, dividing the inhabited portions of the plain into distinet are
is the barren tract between the A i or Kunddz river and Tashkurghdn;
ngain that between Tashknrghin and Muzir-i-Shavil ; then there is the division
between Shibarghin and the valley of the

\ ndkhoi river, where there is o wide
sandy nndulating desert Lo be erossed.  ‘These sandy tracts form valuible grazing
grouuds [ov sheep and camels, and at cert:in seasons are full of sem'anomaa
people with their flocks. The best part of this whele plain of Turkistdn is
undoubtedly the llazhda Nalr, or country of the 18 ennals, which is more
yparticularly desevibed below.  Finally, we have the long clearly delined escarp of
the mountains which bounds tle plain on the south, and stretches in one almost
unbroken line [rom the Kah-i-Alburz, south of Akch#, to tho Kundiz river.

Four streams descending from the hills water the fertile portions of the
plain.  These are the rivers of Tashkurglin, the Riid-i-Band-i-Amir or Balkh-
Ab, the viver of Sar-i-Pidl, which Aows in rwo streams Lo Shibarghdn, and the
Ab-i-Maimana or Andkhoi river. None of these reach the Oxus, as Lheir
waters are either used up in irrigation or are absorbed by the sands of the
desert. The mostimportant is the Band-i- Amir, which, whereit leaves the hills,
is unfor even in the drivst season.  Very snon alter entering the plains
this river is earried ofl into 18 canals, the trael ivrigated by which is known as
the Hazhda Nabr, and which my conveuiently be kere described.

ITaznpa Naun,

This tract is the heart and hody of Tur] . Itis about 100 miles in
length from east to west and about 25 in breadth. The cultivable arca may be
estimated at about 1,500 square miles, or nearly a million acres, alimost the whole
of which is mood, well waterced land, capable beaving almost auy crop.  ‘The
total population is estiniated al 15,000 families, say 70,000 souls, but 1t might
well support four or five times that numbher.  Near the centre of this plain
stands the ruined and deserted eity of Balkh (g.v.), while at its eastern and
cctively are Maziv-i-Sharil and Akehd (g.0.), the Tormer of

like other fartile portions
aes swrronnded by orchards.
apable of fertilizing o much

which is the eap
of the Turkistin plain, is studded
The canal system is in good order, and is
larger amount of land than is at present under cultivation ; and the ouitara of
wheat and barley could be doubled in almost auy year il a market for Lhe pro-
duce wereassured.  Lesides wheat and Inrley. considerable quantities ol rice and
maize are raised.  Grain being cheap and abundant, lnlnt not expertable, the
people depend ely on sericulture for their profils, while tobacco, cotlon, and
fruit are also cultivated. Sheep are numerous, and some }0.000 camels, fit to
carry londs, might be collected in the plain of Afghdn Turkistdn. A useful class
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of yabus is bred in the country, and thero are Guovernment horse-breedin,

establishments at Balkh and Akehd. Altogether it may be inferred that thery
wounld be no_ dilliculty in maintaining a large force in the Mazlda Nahr
Colonel Aaitland is ol opinion that two army corps, say 50,000 fighting men,
mizht be so supporied after the first year, '

The climateis hot ju summer, though not so hot as that of Indin, and mala-
rial fever is very prevalent from June to September.  The barley harvest in the
plains commences at the end of May ; the wheat harvest a fortnight or threo
weeks later, The autumn crops, principally vice and Indian-cown, are gathered
in November. The winter is cold, with frequent falls of snow ; but usnally the
snow does not lie deep. Spring is a very rainy season. The rivers are then
in flood and the canals all full, while the country is oftem a sea of mud for
weeks ata time. Snow sometimes [alls as Jato as the begineing of April.
"I'he autumn is generally fine.

With regard to the inhabitants of the ITazhda Nahr, the Uzbaks are of
course the most numerous, amounting to about half of the whole. These, with
theTurkomans, Arabs, and Hazdras, make up about four-fifths of the total popula-
tiou, all ol whom may he considered as more or less inimical to Aflghén rule, and in
favour of Russian annexation. At the same time it may be observed that the
people are quiet. and orderly, and therelore not likely to rebel without external
pressure.  The proportions of dilferent races were estimated in 1880 as under : —

Familien.
Uzleks 7,500
Aflghins 8,000
Tarkomans (Arsiris) ... . 2,200
Arabs . 1,500
Tajiks . . 630
Huzérae . . 150
Jews, Hindds, &e. e . ?
Torar 15,000

There is a steady influx of Ghilzai Afghdns now going on, which is cneour-
aged by the Amir, so that it is quite possible that in course of time that class
may form a majority of the inhabitants—a result which will nodify the political
situation. “Uhe present dearth of population is accounted for to a great extent by
the very severe famine nnd cholera epidemic of 1871-72. ‘I'ne Turkomans, it
may bere be observed, live almost entirely along the northern fringe of the
Hazhda Nalbr. The Arabsare semi-nomadic. Mesides of the Hazhda Nahe
towns, lashkurghin, Shibarghdn, and Andkhoi all belong to the pluin country.
They are described separately below, as also the towns of the Hazhda Nalr.

TASAKUNGUAN.

The district and town of Tashkurghdn are the most easterly of the terri-
torics under the Governor of Alghin Turkistin. The district compri
(1) the city and the plain country around il ; (2) tbe two small sub-distvicts
of Ghaznigak and Pirnakchir in the hills north of Haibak ; (3) the small
riverain scttlement of Kalddr on the Oxus, containing about G0 Uzbak
Iamilies. In 186G the population of the district was estimated as follows :—

Families,
Ghinznigak and its hmlale... e 1,150
Pirnakchir » e 30
Tashkurghio aod villages ... . 4000
Tolal, tay ... 5,800 or 25,000 souls.

Of these the most numerous are the Tajiks and Uzbaks ; then come the nomad
Arabs ; and last of all Hazéras and Afghdos,
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The grain produetion of Tashkurghdn is small,
excellent Iand, bul not_enough water to cullivate it.
plentilul, and there

There s abundance of
{ rge numbers of sheep in the di}"l::'l; m:{l(-(‘::;ﬁ‘i(:-l:lfs alre
Aflghdn olficials (1 a loree of 12,000 Kabuli ‘rnnpwlcnuld Ve F[ﬂr lf::-
oue lmonﬂ\ on supplics readily procurable ; this would be equivalent to about
n mixed Indian brigade of all avms.  This estimate is based on the hcl.‘ lh:t
about 750 maunds of wheat and barley and 500 sheep are hrought o market
twice a week ; but it inust be remembered that part of the grain comes from
the Hazhda Nabras well as from Ko¥dh and other trans-Oxus districls, o
that it would not be safe to reckon on these amounts. Alout 12,000 camels
might be obtained in the district for trausport purposes. "

. No'r(h of Tashkurghiin, hetween the cultivation and the Osxus, 25
miles dlslllﬂ.t, th‘cre_ is a wide belt of sandy desert, while on the south the
Tashkurghin plain is hounded by precipitous hills rising almost perpendicular.
ly for several thousand feet and forming a perfect harrier, accessibie only ata
fe\vl\\\_'cll marked points. The plain of Tashkurghin is as fertile as any part of

urkistdn, but it is somewhat short of water. The general elevation of the
plain is about 1,400 feet.

The town of Tashkurghin is the largest and richest in the provinee, and
is the prineipal trade mart between Central asia and Kébul.

T4 is practically an unwalled town, though it possesses an ark or citadel.
It consists of @ mass of orchards and enclosures wilh high mud walls covering
# great extent of ground. The streets, or rather lanes, bordered by these high
blauk mud walls are only 10 or 12 feet wide, but are fairly straight, intersect-
ing each other at right ancles, and troops and guns could move through the
town in almost any direction. Thero are six gates by which only the town
cav he entered, thouglh it must be understood that the intervening walls are
mercly orchurd walls, and not lines of delence. The bazar contains 300 or
400 shops, and there are many Hindu merchanis. This bazar is a fine covered
one of picluresque aspect. The houses of Tashkurghdn are mostly domed,
though wood for rafters is fairly plentiful, there being many chinars and pop-
lars as well as it trees.  ‘Ihere are no wells in Tashkurghdn, and drinking
water is oblained [row the river through covered conduits, which take off
above the town.

The citadel is of large exfent, and would require a considerable garrison
for its defence.  The w ¢ weak aeainst artillery ; there is no ditch and
litths Mk defenee, great deal of 1he interior xprred to view, so that
altogether the place idered tenable against a civilized loe. In
1686 there was no garrison in Tashkurghdn escept bhasadars lor police duties,
but there is o chaoni to be capable of quartering a battalion, a battery,
and a cavalry regiment of Afghdn troops.

The climate is hot in summer, but it is said to be not unbealthy. The
rainy season is in spring.

There is no (lnulj.:, that (he p

ition of Tashkurghdn is most imporlant
from a strategical point ol view closes the defile throngh which lies the
main road to Kibul. Besides the roads to Kdbul, Khindbdd, and Mazdr-i-
Sharif, theve are those to the Oxus at Khist Tapa, Kaldir, and Pata Kesar, the
first named being the main line of communication with Kabddian, while the last
js on the road to Shivibdd.

MazSr-1-SUARIF.

This lown is now the capital and commereial ecntre of Afghén Turkistdo.
1t bas also of late taken the place of Takht-i-Piil as the principal garrison
town in these parts. The old portion of the town, consisting of the Mosalla
buildings and a straggling bazar, is more or less surrounded by a thin ruinous
wall quite indefensible. Avound this is a dense mass of‘mh:ﬂ!nlcd .on:h:lrds and
mardens which practically forms the new town. The Bila Hissaris completely
hidden by orchards and has no military value. It coutains the arsenal and
barracks for two Afghin battalions. There is also 8 cheoni in the town, and
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one yoar's supplies for 7,000 Afghdn troops are said to be keplin stock. ¢
a poor one, lmt hy drawing on the whole Hazhda Nale o large amount
uppiirs might bo eollected, probahly cnough.to feed a Beitish division foy

ol
one month.

Colonel MMaitland’s tables of population give a tolal of 1,803 resident fami-
Jies [or the town with its suburbs together. This does not include the foating
population, so the tolal may be about 10,000 souls.  The inhabitants are mostly
Uzbaks and Pathans.  The town is entirely dependent for water on the Shihi
ennal. Ihe arsenal in 1885 employed about 700 workmen, and turned
out nearly everything required for the Turkistdn army—smooth-bore artillery,
qun carriages, muzzle-loading rifles, swords and bayomets. It also made
ammunition for breech-loaders,

‘T'he town stands at an clevation of about 1,200 feet. In summer the heat is
oppressive, and altogether it would not be o desirable place in which to quarter
troops.

Mazir, besides heing the eapital of the province, is the hend-quarters of an
administrative division, consisting of (1) the plain country. near lhe lown
watered by four canals from the Band-i-Amir river, viz,, the Nahr-i-Shahi,
Nahr-i-Kudar, Nalbr-i-Mushiak, and Nahp-i-Siahgird ; (2) the district of Shor
Tapa on the Oxus; (3) the Chahdrkind-i-Maz: Sharif in the hills imme-
dintely south of the town; (4) the small sub.districts of Buinakdra, Kishindi,
Ak Kupruk, and 'Tunj on the Band-i-Amfr.

TARNT-1-PUn.

This is the cantonment of Magdr-i-8harif, from which it is distant about
G.or 6 miles. It covers about a square mile of ground, and is surrounded by a
loopholed wall about 20 high with towers at regular intervals. The ditch is in-
siguificant, but the counlerscarp is provided with a wall for musketry defence.
The corner towers have embrasurcs for guns, and on the north face theve is a
large projecting outwork which covers the gate on that side. Fhe north and
west faces command fairly open country : but on the ca: ¢ towards Mazir-i-
Bharif is a long line of orchiords parallel with the wall, a substantial serai, and
a large walled garden, which in case of an attack would have to be destroged o
included in the defences. The garrison in 1686 consisied of two battaliens,
four bairaks (companies) of khasadars (military police), and 8 guns; but the
place is intended to accommodate 10 battalions, 5 regimenls of caralry, and &
batterics (Afghdns). It might hold a Brilish-Indian division if hall the men
were under canvas, Takht-i-Pul, like Sherpur, might be held indefinitely against
an uncivilized enemy, bul could not offer prolonged resistance to good troops
with artillery, although it might be made fairly sccure against a coup de mawn.

BavLkn.

The ancient and renowned eity of Balkh no longer exists except as a ruin and
a memory. Balkh bas practically veased to cxist sinee Nadir Shah captured the
city a century ago.  Its ruin was completed by (he Awmir of Bokbitra about . .
1640. The city lics ina flat plain, which extends to the Koh-i-Alburz, 12 miles
to the souti. This plain is watered by a number of canals which lake off from
the right bank of the Riid-i-Band-i-Amir (Balkh-Ab). 'Thesc canals are lined
at intervals with villages, which have as a rule many orchards ; but the trees are
confined to the villages, and the plain is unbroken, except by numerous lofty
mounds, which apparently mark the sites of ancient forts and citadels.

Balkh covers about 8 square miles of ground, and is surrounded Dby a
ruined wall about 20 fect high. 'Tlie interior, especinlly the southern half, is
mostly a mass of ruins, orchards and cultivated enclosures mingled together.
The present lown consists of a mean bazar in the centre, with o lew hundred
inhabitants, mostly Tajiks and Uzbaks. The old Bala Hissar is surrounded
by a deep and narrow ditch, but the walls have been- almost completely
demolished.
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Dalkh has 2 bad reputation for heat and (e

. wnd 8 place Lo he aveid-

Akens,
The town of {kehd, logether wi sltiva - ;.

by the four eanals known 4 the F;ntr!:\::lm { "].t.[v'lm"lmwgrrnli':;':|’| ﬂ:‘lnuml l‘m!'.ml
eanaly, forms a sub-district of the Hazhda Nahr, \kn-l‘n-‘n i’m-’lf is:\ o e
ol about 2 miles in ecireumference with a oy citadel. Phe dPl:en‘u-
good repair in 188G, but the place has no military str th. ‘Lhe inte £
!ln: town is almost devoid of inhabilants, (he population livine in the m\i-»hhl:mo
ing bidghat.  The Lown probably does not contain wore I.I?un a few ITuml ri
|||l|nl{|t:|uls, and tho total papulation of the sub-district is only :;i.out ‘Zﬁroe:.\
lamilic 12,000 souls. The district ia n rich one. Rice, barley, wheat,
cotlon, are Lrow ile sheep and eamels are numerous. "It is II;|;¢|gl|t to.
he  unhealthy, fevers being very prevalent in autumn.  The
inhabitants mostly Turkomans and Uzbaks. Lxcept for being al the junc-
tion of several roads, Akehd has no military importance.  Thers “are reed beds
and swampy ground in the immedinte neighbourhood of the towa which
wauld be ditlicult to cross in spring. ’

lled town

SnIBARGUAN.

The disLrict of Shibarghin is wateved by two branches of Lhe Sar-i-Pal
stream knowa respeetively as the Darin Saféd and the Daria Siah.  Most of
the villages are in the banks of thrse two s(rean The total population was
estimated in 1886 at about 3,000 [amilies, of which about half were Uzbaks.
The Turkomans numbered ahout 900 fawmilies. ‘L'lie town of Shibarehin is o
dilapidated place with a ruined wall. The ditch is still, however, o formidable
obstacle.  The citadel, raised high on a mound, is of considerable size, hut of
no teal streneth. ‘The whole populyiisn, exeluding that of the suburbs, is probably
under 4,000, mostly Uzbaks.  The ¢ n in 13:6 was only about 400 men.
The suppl ailable in the district may he estimated at ahout one-fifth of
the total procurable in (he Hazhda Nalr. Shibarghdn is sitnated on oue of
the main roads from Lerit to Mazdrri-Sharif, and thercin lies its only importance,
as in {he case of & movement Lietween those two places, a depdt of supplies
wonld doubtless be formed at Shibarghgn, to which Sar-i-Piil and Sanz Chii
would contribute. It is four long caravan marches from Shibarghdn to Mazir,

ANDKHOI,

Isa decayed and dilapidated town with alofty ciladel in_fairly: good
repair (1886). 1t is the capital of a small and poorly inhabited district.
Mierc is a considerable extent of fertile land round the town, but not enough
water. The people dwell mostly in the bdghd¢ or erchard land surrounding
the city. Desides the city and its ddghd?, there are only two detached villages
in tho district, the total population of whieh is probably about 12,000 souls, of
whom nbout half are Uzbaks; the remainder Turkomans and Arabs.  The area
of cultivable land is about 80 square miles watered by the Andkhoi river, which
comes [rom Maimana. On enlering the district this river is split up into
canals, Wheat, barley, colton, jowar, and [ruit ave the principal products
of the district. | The surplus foed-graing may be estimated at 10,000 maunds
per anoum, whioh would feed an Indian division for 9 or 10 days only. Sheep -
are numerous. The climate is fairly healthy, but in summer the want of good
water is much felt; thatin the wells is unwholesome, and produces guinea-worm
in those who drink it. 'The direct voad from Karki to Maimana runs through

Andkhoi.

The foregoing geographical deseription of the Turkisidn plain clears the
ground for drawing cevtain wilitary deductions (heeefrom.  La tue first place,
it is evident that Turkistin (Afghdn) ofers o far better base of operations for
an army than was formerly supposed, as it is quile capable of supporiing a
lnrge force for a considerable period in most of (he nccessaries of life. Water,
[uel, fornge, grin, and meat may at all events be relied on.  Secondly, it offere
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an easily atiainable objective within ready reach of a Russian aimy.  The
inhnbitants as a rnle would welcome the invadors. The distances to be (ravelled
are small and present no serious difficnltics, and no formidable opposilion s to
be experied.  With reference to this, it may be observed l||lnt from the Russian
fronticr al. Bosdga it is enly about 210 miles to. Mazgr, while the distanee from
the Kilif and Pata Kesac ferrvies s only 75 and 36 miles respectively.
Buppasing a line of milway constructed i_n _peace time from Chabdrjui te
Bosdga, there is no reason why a Russian division should not be in Mazdr
within 10 days of a declaration of war.  On the other hand, Mazdr is at Jenst
280 miles from Kébul, and separaled from it by a difficult mountain region,
which in winter is impassable.  In three or four months from the commence-
ment of the first advance the rail might be pushed on to Mazdr itself if proper
arrangements had been previously made, and then no further difficulties in
mainlaining a large army in Afshdn Turkisiin need be apprehended by the
Rassians.  Thus we see that for the Russions the Turkistdn plain offers, first,
an easily atiainod objective : and, secondly, an excellent base for the invasion of
Afzhinistan.  On the other hand, a British foree, even supposing it could anti-
cipate its opponents, wonld find itselt in a false position in Turkistidn, unless it
possessed an undoubted superiority, enabling it to tuke the offensive. Its line
of communications would be long. difficnlt, and precarious, while the nature of
{he Turkistdn plain ollers every ndvantage to the great numerieal superiority
whiel the enemy would presumably be able to dispose of.

Tt must net, however, be supposed Irom this that Turkistin is not worth
fighting for, or that it presents no good tactical positions in which a battle
might be delivered even hy a numerically inlerior foree.  Under certain condi-
tions we might be enabled 1o assume the offensive, and it might then become
desirable to expel the invader from Turkistdn, in which ecase the nature of
the eountry for the purposes of a decisive batile deserves attention,  Spenking
of tactieal positions, Major Peacocke says:—

There cerfainly i a toln] absenco of any strongly marked ridges or well necentuated
gronnd ; bul this is net @ necessary essential Tar a position.  There ary 3 fently wel
marked swells in the plain, aod the seattered villages with their clumps of tres, the nnme-
roue rain mounds, the unals lined with high spoil banks, the odd patehes of fnundation
wureh, and (ke etvi tion wihreh could b eliocted 1 few cuts 01 a <pade weull
t possaible to © aneli postion znywhere almest,
nge o an ) limuts. Such a position wonld consist of
chain of tFong points nt intervals mther than u continuans line, nnd would possess the main
element, of strength in u pusition, riz., a clear apen view in front. and on the Aank *

* * These plains me a grand countrs for cavalry and shecled rans-

port.

As regards Lthe season for military aperations, the (loads and rains ol sp
preclude the movement of ivee bodies of froops before the end of Ap,
beginning of May, and this Jatter montl is probably the one which would, putiing
all politieal considerations aside, be selected by an invader from {he north.
Grass and green erops would then be plentiful, water abundant, and the weather
still conl, so that the narrow deserl strip between the Oxus and the 1azhda
Nabr could be crossed with comparative comlort, which would not be the case
a month later.
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CIUAPTELR V.

TIIE LOWER OXUS AND THE I 50 [§
“ NIVERAIN DIST] B
N TRICT P AFGNAN

The Oxus or Amu Davia ma i nler T .
the junction of the Kundiz river‘? hi‘:rl:n‘:ll t‘l’ni‘qmmi ltrgh.u.' -l ml-kul.iu Just helow
Afghdn frontier below Xhamidh it serves as lil(‘rll))ll:n\l\"- ‘r‘.:l ‘ to the .““55“'
Afghdnistin. In this part of its course the O\LII'I i«;‘ 2 e o Bokhd and

: A a line strevm, somewhat
resembling the Indus or the Jhelum, and generally speakin Trom a th
yards (o a mile in width. The winter volume of v .'nl-r m'l\;g Imm ;\'t o
two-thirds to three-fourths of the summer. In m‘ns’t )I"\(Z‘,i 'J es. I-"m:eld at
23 feet of water in the main channel from May o Alllv;jgtl "1'|'". n‘e:' ,I,s ﬂ. .mst
in flood is about 4 miles an bLour, but it varies in places Tror "g\mhu,-““!fn
The left or Alghén bank is | : o Places Trom 24 &0 5 milos.
he " ghén baok is low and flat, and, exeept in the Kluwaja Saldr
‘.1'5“"“*': is generally speaking. a reedy swamp near the river, with a helt of
jungle between the swamp and the edge of the clevated sandy desert which
runs aleng the wlole northern front of Afghdn Tuckistén, “Tho right or
Bt_)khnniln bank is _hlghcr, drier, more lertile, and better populated. The only
tributarics of any importance below the Kundiz viver are the Kalirnihang
and Surkhdn, both from the north. °
_Theve aro voads ulong both Lanks of the Osus, Of that on the right
bnn.l( wo lu_mw little, l.ml: i‘L is said to be a very good road, with good cou\musni-
cation le:ulhng 1o Slllr:_ll)u(l. Kabddian, Kwrghin Tapa, and Kolib. On the
Aflghin side the road {s not very good. It keeps as mueh as possible between
the low jungly rround and the foot of the sand-hills. ‘I'he soil liere is solit
as a rulo, and the marching wonid be very hard on artillery horses or wheeled
velicles of any kind. 17 time allowed, the worst places mizht be improved by
laying down brushwood, which is always abundanl, Tn two places the sand-
hills come down to Lhe river, ziz., betaeen Chab.kich and Tish Guzar, and
again gbove Kolddr, and add greatly to the difficulties of the route. [n spite
of the proximity of the viver, good waler is seldom available, as the interven-
ing reed swamps make it impossible to get at (he river itself.

From the mouth of the Kundiz river to Kaldir there a
Fifty miles lower down at Chob-bdsh the Shor Tapa district be:
ns [ar as Kilif, bul eultivation is intermitlent and popula
just above Kilif cultivation is continnous. As regirds sup) a force
operating along the Oxus above Kilif would be entirely dependent on Mazdr-i-
Sharif end Tashkurghin, unless the Bokhdran side eould be indented on.  Fire-
wood is, however, abundant everywhere, and grass might he procurable in
spring.

As regards the climate of the riverain tracts, the heat, though considerable
in summer, is not to be compared with that of India, while the winter is not
usnally very severe, though the Oxus has beea known bo be frozen over.
TFever is almost unkpown in the settled tracts, though donhtless the fens are
unhealthy. The flood seasonm lasts for about five months from April to
September.

The population of the riveraiv tracts is limited, and consists almost
entirely ol Turkomans, not freebooters like those ol Mery and  Askdbid,
but & fine, manly, industrious race of peaccful peasants.  On tha Alghin side
their settlements extend from the Russian frontier at Bosiga (o Pala Kesar,
abova which there is only ono small colony at Kald Administratively tho
riverain country is divided into three districts—Khwaj: Salir, Shor Tapa, and
Kaldir—each of which is described separately below. ‘The total population is
estimated by Colonel Maitland at 3,560 families, or less than 20.000 persoms.
There is no reason why population, together with cultivation, should not he
considerably inereased, as the whole river front, now envered with ,uullnh and
tamarisk jungle, has once been enltivated, and mizht be mad s fertile amd
prosperous as Khamiidb or the Bokhdr, distriets. Below Khamiib, all through
Boklhidran Lerritory, the river banks aro more or loss cultivated.

no inhabitants.




30

Kuwaga Saran.

is the prineipal of the Alghin vivorain districts. It is considered o
siriet of Alehd. Tt esten for about 35 miles along the river, the

readth of the cullivated strip being [rom halfl a mile to b nnlc« At 4} miles
nlmv:- the Kilif ferry cuoltivation ¢ a.  Detween {he cullivation nn(l the
viver sre flals covered with reeds and grass linble (o inundation. These flats,
as well as the ehol (desert), allord 11'15tur:|"'e for sheep and cattle,

The inhabitants are Turkomans, hall Arsivis and hall of Karkin stock.
i 3 They do not live in villages, but in
scattered homesieads, a number of which form one tow nship, \\-\uu'(l by its
own ennal. The people dwell in kirgahs, and the numierous mud buildings are
all eaille-sheds or storchou The 18 townships ol the district are glou]ud
together in four disisions, nnmely, Khamidh, Dili, Karkin, and Akjoia or Kilif.
The people are quut laborious, and 01-](‘1'\, and the district hasa thrivi ng and
prosperou Agricalture is dependent on Lhe canals which are flood-
water ca fil ing ~1houl: the end of May, nml l.ll\ again hefore September.
The ]nmup'\l grains are mlcmn and bajra. is no rice and very little
wheat or hnr]m Cotlton is larely grown, but :(-ncultuw appears (o be Lhe
main supporl of (he p(-nplc Mulbervies are lavgely grown for the purpose, and
the sill of the lab-i-@b,% as it is called, is famons in Central Asin. Sheep-farn-
wely practised, the (l|~t||(l, containing nearly 60,000 sheep.  ‘Fhere
“number of horses and camels, say 2,000 of mch Nosapplies,
exceph multun and verclables. could be counted on, as the grain is only suffi.
cient for loeal comsumption.  The chief trees are the mulberry and the willow.

onlv ferry now in Ihe distriet is at Kilil. The Bosiga or Ak Khum
while the Karkin or Khwaja Saldr ferry has
5. Tlie principal roads to {he Khwaja Saldr
hoi to Khamiib; (2) from Akchd to KKilil; (3)
Balkh to Kilil ; () Mazir-i-Sharil 1o Kilil.

The cullivated strip along the river is poculm]\' close counlry, much
intersected by canals, mud \\'\llﬂ, and ditches. The main canals ave 12 1o 15
feet wide, and hne high spoil Lanks, and even the smallest ave 5 fect deep.
Guns and cavalry \\ould thus be confined to the ronds, which are, however, usually
eond, and cross the eanals by excellent timber bridges. Practically troops would
keep to the main voad from Karki to Kilif, which runs between Lhe cultivation
and the sand-hills,

The norfh bank of the Oxus, opposite Khwaja Salir, is very similar in
characler, except that the cultivation is Turther (rom the river, and is backed
by the spurs of the Koh-i-T4n instead of by sand and plain. The people both
there and in Bosiga ave Arsiri Turkomans.

Suon Tara.

This is the riverain tract immediately above Kilif on the Oxus. It is
a sub-distriet of Mazir-i-Sharif. It generally resembles IChwaja 8aldr, but is
much less enclosed avd wooded. The population consists of about 1,600
families of Arsdri Turkomans. The produce of the dislriet resembles t]nl: of
Khwaja Salir, but the silk industry is not as fully developed.  The sub-distriet
possesses about 50,000 sheep and 1,200 camels.

Karpan,

Phis is a newly established sctilement, about due north of Tashkurghdn,
It cootzined in 1886 about G0 families, mostly Karkin Curkomans, who came
from Karkf in 1891-S2. There arc nlso a few Uzhaks from Kabddiin. The
people are industrious; and as (here is plenty of good land, the colony will
doubtless flourish.

* Lab gty the wotemide, a nawe given lu the riverain tracts generally.
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‘Iliere ave four recoguized fepri
zed ferrie: -
and Bokiin: e 03 rins nn’l,hu Oxus Detween Afghdn Turkistin
Kishl Tupa or Aiwan;
Kit T ” Aiwanj,
:(II:MI.‘“I Guzar,

il
whilo just helow Khamiib we lhave
Ak Khum. The old Khwaja Salir orry of Burnes’ dav o
Un [lhl.\‘ subjeet Major Peacocke obserses that the ovi al ;m llunlgr-r rioe
lllcmt to Bokhiru was along the left bhank of the Oxus l‘o I\I':I:kpl lOfllm o
river was erossed.  As the Kara Turkomans hecame more pm\-'crfu’l ‘:hIiim |1:u
Liecame more nmll more exposed to Uheir depredations, and caused c.'\l':l. mula
iu[el_\' a p.’wsn'l_T higher u.p at Khwaja Salir, which w nq’ on llu‘- (l.irm-!‘linvulmfsrol;:
i‘ :'umiu:n. ut.. about 20 years 2o (1863) the channel at the Khwaja Salir
ferry began 1o change, and the width of the river at (his peint kept on increa
ing, so much so that after a few years this ferry had 1o be Iimllw;lnhnudoncli "

The fervies above mentioned may be described in detail,

in Nokhiran lerritory the ferry of

KiLie Fenrnv.

nbml:igolaxil]llf :llll:‘ll?:'lls“ﬁ:);;s'ln a single ch:\nnc], 370 yarls wide in winter and
1 E , in !'ull_ﬂaml. Anisolaled, low, narrow limestone
ridge, which extends about 5 miles in a sonthi-west direction inta the desert
herc, abuls on (he left bank, ending in two rocky promontorics about £00 yards
apart, and enclosing hetween them a rocky ravine. This ridge reappears on the
north bank in the Torm of several detached mounds and ridges stretching acrors
the plain to the lower spurs of the Kol-i-Tin. The sothernmost of (hese
detached rocks is surmounted by the rude br astle of Kili, The narrows
formed by these outerops of rock are about a quarter of a mile long, and both
above and below them the Oxus expands to a widili of abont three-lourths of o
mile with islands, sandbanks, and backwalees.  On the downstream side of the
two rocky ledges aforesaid arc two small bays, one on each bank, forming
nataral harbours, which are utilized for ferry purpeses. The current at this
point is in winter about 3 miles an hour; in summer about 4 miles. The river
commenees (o rise in April, and continnes in flond 1ill the end of August.
gerllernl rise is here about 10 feet, Daring the food season the passage is
cult.

At Kilil there are three ferry hoats on each side (13" x 12 x 2} free
board), also a new kaiak. Lach boat is towed by two horses, and the crossing is
elfected in about 20 or 25 minutes.

Wien Dalkh fiourished, the greabt trade route thence to Dokhidra lay
through KiliF, s iL offered not only the best crossing, but was the shorlest
roule by 9 miies, and crossed the drift sand wl it was only 9 miles wide
instead ol 16, The advanlages of the ferry at Kilif are shown by the fact that
a boat can ferry a caxaran across at 1he rate of one or two ips an hour, whileat
the other ferries the rate would be only two or three trips a day.

Kilif undoubtedly offers one of the best points, if uot fhe best for throwing
a Nonting bridge across the Oxus. It may be mentioned here that the right
hank is lower than the left, and that even the Kilif fort, which rises 100 feet
abave the plain, is commanded by the rocky promontories on the sm_:th .hnnk.
Kilif would almost certainly be the point ol erossing lor any force acling in the
triangle formed by Jam, Bokhdra, and Kilif itself.

The follewing remarks by Major Peacocke on the facilities for crossing at
Khamidb will be useful : —

Teehnically Kilif is the best poit for a military erossing. The river is b iln narrawest ;
y d e At a

Jeast, 20 lnvze boats could be eollected for malting or
With short notice probably n fok4 of \rllilu\)' Ilngg Bl S

B e b vovared in the neighbouthond, Mausj rupes could alss be oblaincd, us muns
e o rnu“"i“:u:ll;cnlly it woukl be impossible (o Force » passage [rom the north to
4ills on the south bank would com-

1he banks are
briging ns well

grows in Lhe locality. \
ihe soulh bank in the Face of an ememy, while the roc
Pletely cover a passage [rom the left to the right
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Cuosnkl Guzan Fenny.

This is the first ferry up-siream above Kilif, which is about 29 miles dis-
tant. Tho breadih of the river is heee about three-fourths of a mile, but broken
or mud hanks according to the state of (heriver.  Tho hoals cross dia-
gonally through these shoals, nnd the course is quite a mile long. The main chan-
nel here is under the Bokhsdvan bank. ‘Ihe carrent is about 4 miles an hour.
Below the ferry the river widens to nearly 1} miles. ‘There are four boats main-
tained here on oach side of the river.  Those hoats are worked by long rough
sweeps and by poling over the shallows.  Besides the eight ferry boats there is
one kaink. Choshki Guzar is tho ordinary [erry [or travellers to Shirabid and
beyond ; but caravans almost always go to Kilif, with whieh [rom a military
point ol view it ix not to be compared; but the Russians might easily pass a
brigade over al. this poiot il they wished to ereale a diversion while the main
passugo was efTfected at Kilil.

Paran Kesan Ferny.

This ferry lies almost due north of Maziv-i-Shavil. It takes its name from
the district of Patah Kesar on the Bokhdran shore, where there are several
hamlets of Uzhaks and Turkomans, Ou the Alzhin bank there are no
s save the boatmen. At the ferry there are two boats on each side.
The ferry is but little used, except by pilgrims to Mazdr, I'le viver at the lerry
is in one channel a thousand yards wide, the depth varying from 10 to 30 reet.
In winter the greatest deplh is 20 fect; current  miles an hour. The river here is
on the whole well adapted for bridging, as the water is unhroken, and has an even
flow, while the hanks are firm up to tie water’sedge.  'Timber is plentiful ou the
lelt bank. This same jangal would give cover Lo troops opposing a crossing
from the north bank, but owing to the proximity of the ferry to Mazdr, which
is only 36 miles distant, it is nol at all an nulikely place Lor troops from Shir-
abid to atlempt a passage.

Kisut Tara ok Aiwans FErnvy,

Kisht Tapa is a mound on the left
Tashkurghdin, and the ferry takes its name (herefromn ; but in summer the cross-
ing is dowastream at Aiwanj, close to the mouth of the Kafirnihang. The width
of the river is only about 700 yards al Kisht Tapa, but in summer the rocks
in its bed aro covered, and dangerous broken water formed. In winter these
rocks rise above the water, and the river is then in two channels divided by o
rocky island. At Aiwanj the crossing is nearly a mile wide; the depth is con-
siderable, and the curcent 4 miles an hour.  There ave (wo boats at this ferry,
one on cachside. This ferry is on the mainroute to Knbididin, At Kisht Tapa
tradition says thers was formerly a masonry bridge, and there is no doubt one
could easily be made there. Lt is also the nearest point on the Oxuas from
Tashkurghin.

ank of the Oxus north-east of

The fervy boals in use on the Ozus are of two classes. The larger is call-
ed Fkima; the smaller kaick, The kimas are those in ordinary uso at the
fervies. They are usually from 45' to 50" long, 12’ to 14" beam, and 2§’ to 3
decp, flat-botiomel, rough, but strong, with sides 6” thick, capable of carrying
a field gun and limber, ten or twe ry with hors: e, or 100 infant-
ry. They are well adapted [or bridging, but not many are available. At Kilif
the motive power is supplied by the horses slungal the bows and towing the
Loals ; elsewhere as a rule by large paddles or sweeps.

The kaioks are nearly .
approximately—length 34, b

s long, but much lighter, the dimensions being
n 5}, interior depth 23, thickness ol sides 27,
flal-bottomed, bow and stern alike, and very sharp.  They are light and strong,
but rather erank. They are worked up and down-stream chielly by poling, and
sailsare never used. These kaiaks would be suitable for rafling or for carrying
a light roadway. A kaiak by itsell could earry about 25 men. The number of
boats available is very small.  Altogether there sve only 21 kimas on about 130
miles of river—that is, hetwren Pala Kesar and Kark{.

‘Ihe [lerries in Bokhdran terrilory are al Khum, Khatas, Mukri, and Karki.
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At Karki there wero jn 1588
88 three hoats ;
ast. [t would take ti A > hoats ; at the ), o
:lns n I)rid-_;v:' of lllxn::;\ea‘t“;?ﬂ‘i? h;‘:'ugl \l’"_“” “P-atr'.-nm rmrv‘n }?n:irf(r:::::l!:;?v“r(:'kt'“‘:’ﬂt
L ould immensel rilitate A Tki; but
Chalinrjui would he indented on for boats, non:v\fz:llllcit(i]thlm‘:!]n':;t!mm. d““tbll’e“
0 prevent this.

Kaiaks are rather "
'¢Y MOre numerous.  There are said to be 45 at Karki al
g ki nlone, so

that there is no doubt a boat brido
in b bridge of some sort could be made if required at

Besides hoats, masak rafts are
des bonta, mas 9 nsed for crossing ()

i:h.e R"\s;g!)q\' .cnuld easily collect 4,000 masaks at m?y ‘?uiraxrql o pl:nbnbly
jui and Kilit; n!\(l 15 or 20 masaks nre required to m-lk!: [ r“ B ety
capable of carrying ten or twelve infuntry. roft 8 fect square

There is practically no boat (raff X

. Heally | 2 aflic above Kilif, ) iver is qui
navigable. On this subject the Russian Admiral B;"kr:lr;'uﬁ:s :Icl;n:;:lrtll?m‘z“t“z

Orxus is practicable for light draught

v -dr sleamers up to the Faki
wln!u large hoats and steam Inﬁnches can . .-,Em? ll‘|: v?|n||ll|‘9[l:‘|;=‘ '\}\nknh.
Kafirnihang for a cousiderable distanee. ‘I i i, tod

little difficulty

about luel, as there is plenty of padah, a very switable wood for the purpose

Apart from the faet of the Oxus heine o .
slrategical considerations which make i;ul:;‘r(f;:t:‘g:lu}x ’:{ Il‘m;imdar:\, there are
whether it be regarded in the light of a Ii lefe ! r§L importanec,
Al Batde g ine of defence or of a secondary base.

ong the north or right hank we know the communieations are fairl oo,
and (hat as fl)l“ up as the mouth of the Kaficnihanz there are |)|‘:|'('Ii(',?:"‘v no
difficultica.  The kafile rond from Bokhira to Kilil lies mostly (woush
u_nmh:\hl_te(l chol with brackish water ab the several halting plices. The
distance is about 22: miles, and is reckoned as cleven stages, seven of which aro
through the clml._ The road is good for camels the whole way. The road from
Sa_mnrknnd and Karshi joins in at Beshkdn, the 3th stage from Bokhdra; and
this ro d would probably be used by the Rnssians in prelerence Lo that rid
'Shiruh{ul, ns by it all hills and passes would be aveided As, however. !
is moatly a flat pal of clay, there are probably considerable difficulti
mattor of waler. From Karshi to Jam the road is [airly casy, and is known to be
practicable for artillery (ride 200, Volume IT, Afehan Boundary Commis-
sion.Records), On the whole it is hizhly improbable rhat 1hese roads would lie
much nsed for the Itussian advanee as long as they had the railway todepend upon.
The main Russian advance would certainly he made from Chabarjui rid Karki
and the left hank of the Oxus, and it is probable that when war comes, offensive
operations will be facilitated by a branch line running to Bosiga, ov at least (o
Karki. The roads teading novthward [vom the O xns wonld therefore anly hecome
strategically important if an olfensive movement against Russia were in contem-
plation. In that ease the Kilif fer it of passaze 0n the river
becomes of firsl-rale importanee, especially as it lics on thedive troad 1o Lok hs
and turns the mountain ranges, ending in the Koh-i-Tin, which form the rightor
weslern watershe'l of the Surkhan. If, however, it werein{endel to operate in the
country east of those hills, making Shiralid the i ) the
Patah Kesar feery would probably he selectel. Simi
wseful 1o the Russians for & diversion a ¥
or Aiwang ferry would only be used in cacola movement by us direeled
against Ka 1t may be mentioned here hiat, besides the paints of prssage
above mentionel, Termiz was probahly at one lime important, as it is said
that theve was oneca bridze there. T « on the right lank ; it was
cerlainly ot onc time an import: ified by the numerous ruins, and
it is equally cortain_ that the Ja orable for 2 permanent bridge, as
the river hieve 1iavs in a permanent ¢ el Jess than a thousand yards broad, and
the boltom ved to he suitable Tor foundations. Termiz lies on the direct
line from Shirabid to Mazir-i-Sharif. The road along the south bank of the Oxus
m deseribed.  The approaches tu it (rom tho south leadl eitber lo
I, Choskli Guzar, Pala Xesar, or Kisht Tapa. To Khamidb there
from Andkhoi and Akehd through Jar Kuduk ; to Kilif there
i- Sharif ; al Choshki Guzar road
Pata Kesar roads Irom both Mazdr and

are the ronds
are ronds frow Akehd, Ialkh, and M

from Mazir 1caches the Oxus; te
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Tashkurghsn join in, while Kisht Tapa is on the high rond from Tashkurghdn
to Kahdsinn. As, lowover, tho main attack from ihc north must come through
Kilif, whether tho river is crosscd there, or whether the !c[t bauk of the Oxus
from Chabdrjui is mado the line of approach, the DI'I].V point for consideration
is whether Kilif offers u suitablo position for oppnsing that attack. ‘Tactically
it may do so, and strategically it certainly would do so if the defending force
could reckon on being numerically equal to their oppoments; bul as this is
most unlikely, and s time would cortainly not be on our sido, it is useless Lo
consider this question at present, and it must suffice for us 1o know that the
main Russian attack on Afghdn Turkistdn must be made by way of Kilif.
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COAPTER VI.

TBE WESTERN DISTIICTS OF TURKISTAN.

In this ehapter I have inclnded all that portion o nrkislin which i

the west of Lhe great central plafeau and .oﬂu. nlr]tlnie'r'l::‘rll:li:lr:‘n: l;:lcnl:nhe:hz
is to say, t‘l\e b?sms of the Andkhoi river or Abi-Mpimana #nd of tlne’river
of Bar-i-Pul.  The whole of this tract is more or less mounlainous, or at least
hilly. \\«esf'.\\'nrd Of‘ the Balkh-&b we have first the comparatively low hills
and undulations of Sang Chirak backed by higher mountains ; nest, the higher
’"?d h.older, but grassy and down-like, hills of Sar-i.Pql; stly, Muimana
with its glens, rapidly sinking into low dow whilst as a hackground to the
whole we have the lofty ranve of (he Bond- urkis! West of (he Maimana
stream and its branches begina the great ehol or Turkomdn desert, so that this
portion of Turkistin abuts on the Ilussian cmpire as well os on the Afghdn
province of Her4t.

I

Ina military sense Lhis portion of the province has not lhe same im-
porlant or inleresting aspect that the rest of the province presents, hut still
it has ite_value, o8 throuzh it run the only practicable lines of communication
between Turkistin and Lerit, and for the Russians the only lateral line south
of the railway between their Herdt line of advance and that by the Oxus,

The most casterly districl in this segion is that of Sang Chirak, aod it will
be convenient to describe this first.

SaxG CHANAE.

This includes Zdri and Amrakh, which geographically belong to the Baad.i-
Amlr drainage ; the remninder of the district Delongs to the Sar-i- Pil basin.
The population is estimaled at over 4,800 fawilics, of which ahout 2,700 are
Uzbaks and nearly 900 are Tajiks. There are also a good many Haziras, Kib-
chals, &c.

Sang Chirak is a beautiful and fertile distriel. Lxcellent grazing ground
allernnLi:g with rich valleys. Grass is abundant evergwhere in spring, and is
obtainable all the year round in the upper pact of the counlry. Camel forage
is also [airly plentiful all over Lhe lower country, except in winfer. Colonel
Maitland estimated that the district could supply anaually about 60,000 maunds
dtd and 45,000 barley.

¥ isa good road from Ak Kuprak on the Band-i-Amf{r to Sang Chérak.
The 1(1;3:5;: nhztwucn consists of grassy ridzes, hollows, and downs with paths
in very dircction. All arms could maneuvre over such o country.

i 3 e 4 ile valley of Allaghdn
¢ 20 miles from Ak Kupruk thelarge and 'fgrll 2 I
is rea‘:l});;l which is part of (ke Sang Chdrak disteict. ‘The valley is about t)nre;:.
Tourths of a mile broad snd all eultivated. Tl“il,nelft nmpq;:ln;;ta;;‘“(e{l:: r,l;;“
ich is filled with orchards and villages. shares with B k epu-
::{i'o‘l)ﬂ:?hh?in:-letlue licalthiest and pleasantest place in Afgh:nf-n l‘turlmtdn. The
elevation of th: district generally is between 3,000 and 4,000 feet.

i i ad from Mazdr-i-Sharif comes in. It leaves
ﬁu gnzxulli:lg?f’kfk%:le%w:: North ;f Sazai Kaldn the cnur;;:'y cm;:!gﬁ!
it::ie c)?al:'aclter; the hills, instead ?f being ln;\'.:‘:s.\';;l:;ligsr:::{ée chr;:; “I-fwi
ren, almost devoid of water, and even zvas X
:?t:i'd:nni;‘l:rfor about 30 miles (o Lhe Turkistdn plain.

Sar-1.POL.

v i ite o few miles
Che i _i-PG] {s formed by two sirearns which unitc
bov;l I’t‘ﬁe“:;::‘ SS:N‘! lt:l!l !;:sese drainsySnng C:luimli(; th;n.otgz:;;bthnen;lreé;;f
y y isbri i clii ,

ohin, The district nlso ingludes Kur i, Darzil
:z::ﬂ:iz& Exfn'}ﬁ; into the Shirfn Tagao, one of the bwo principal sources of
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the Andkhoi river. The (ofal population of the district Las l:ren esl.illnlah-d
at 9,700 families, say 50,000 souls, uf whom nbnrul ball nlre Lzbrllkn. _ There
aro nlso a lnrge number of Taji und o few Ilaziras, Arabs, and Turkoméns.
The Tajiks of Yoaghin are s ely distinguishable from Tirozkohis.

The vwalley and glens ave ferlile, and appear to |x|'01|\|un lm'gf: ‘qunntities of
wheat nnd bacley. 11 is caleulated that 10,000 maunds of /g and 12,000
muunds of barley could be collected in the district, which would feed an Anglo-
Indian division for o Tortnight. ‘There are no camels, and the transport animal
of tho districl is the builock. The town of Sar-i-Pil standsin a valley nearly
hree milos wide, bounded by Jow hills, and filled with orel ids and villages.
It is a flourishing place, with a large ddghdt ; but the bazar isa small one, con-
sisting of about 100 shops.  The town proper is small. 1t has a miserable wal),
bat it is surrounded on three sides by o stream in a doep bed amd a diteh of
running water. The river ison the fourth side (the east), the lort and lown
2 entively on its left bank. ‘I'lie citndel has considerable command,

ol ; and, though it dominates the town likea mr.‘di:l_'v“l castle, it is
not a place one woull think seriously of defending against a civilized encmy.
Phe river here even in winter is 20 o yards broad, several feet deep, with a
rapid current, snd not easily furdable. The banks are generally high and steep,
but there ave several good wooden bridges prac ble For field guns.

The road from Sar-i- Pl to Mairvana goes through Kurehi and Belehirig,
cts of Sar-i-Pial. Kurchi is a small walled town 5,600 feet above the
nbabited chiefly by Tajiks.  Belehirig is on the Ab-i-Gurziwin, a consider-
ahle stream draining the Gurziwdn sub-district, and issning ['rom the hills imme-
diately soutin of the village. 'Llie river isa formidibte obsticle from its depth

(10° 10 15"y, though narrow (20’ ov so), The valley here is amile wide, but con-
tracts into a defile just below Lelchivig.  Down this goes the road to Maimana,
while up-stream is the road to Gurziwdn, and thenee to Chivas and Chahdrsacl
op. the Upper Murghib, From these again ther roads to Daalatydr, whie
is thus cornected with Maimana and Sae-i-161; bot all these roads arg hilly and
diflicult, and in winter : blocked by snow. The road fiom Sap.i.Pdl to
Maimana is on the whole fairly good, though there ave several defiles and one
kotal. know that heavy guns have been taken along it, and that it is
almost practieable for artillery in its present condition.  “The Mirza Walung
Kotal is the only sevious difliealty.  From the middle of December to the end
of Mareh this route would be blockell by snow.  The distance from Mazir to
Sar-i- 1l is al , and from Sar-i-iil to Maimana 90 miles, or 169 in
all. Travellers usually prefer the level Shibarghin.Daolatabad road, which is
shorter; but it involves 40 miles of waterless desert west of Shibarghdn, and
in summer the Sar-i- 1M1 road s certainly preferable for troops.

Marmasa,

viel is o little Uzbak state, which still { 831 )ret: i-independ-
T: Torms the extreme sontli-western portion of Aighin
i- it and the Murglat)s distriet «f Herdt. Gen-
"urkistdn is the southern limit of the distriet, but the
small Firozkohi t of Bandar south ol that range also belongs to Maima-
na. An impor ut of Maimana is the adjacent chel, which is the great
winter and spring grazing ground of the country. The eapital of (his little
state is the town of Maimana, which is of eonsiderable the pevimoter of its
walls eqnalling that of Herit, and it has a high and imposing ark or citadel.
Neverblicl itisa poowr place, its louses are mean and vninous, and ils bazar
indiferent.  The place is said to contain about 4,000 | iited lhouses.  Mai-
mana stnls (2,600 above the sea) in a compavatively broad, bul bave, treeless-
looking vailey, amone low y hills, which on one side are withiy pifle nge;
but even delect it would not be a plaee of any militoy strength.
In 1876 it d by the Alghing, and the town sacked and (Ie]mpu]n‘(ed.
Against modern ficld arlillery the place would have cven less chanee than it
had then, as it is commanded at a distance of 600 yards.  Merk give the tollow-
ing acconnt of the place :—

Thie valloy (about 2 wide) is bounded by Tow clifs and hillocks, being in fact the
rolling dowaes of Lhe usual grasey steppe on both sides. “These dowrs nre cullivated within a

This di
enceol alim
Tarkistin,
orally spealon;

ed natu
g hetween S
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distanca of about 10 miles From the lown Th,

out, ireigation, Near the right side of (he vul'.(;'I:":}rm':r\:
na time does it contain mueh water.  (In wintes i
deponds for waler on wells, The city is compl

) wmpletely commanded 1

the nnrthln(le at shont 800 yards, but the housea Zre all l)rn\-itlll.-dr\:::.‘h'::rz"l T

ground chambore. The phin round Uie tuwn walls ia ket feco of (o mal oenes 2005
gardens that usually surround an Uzlak town.  The town forms an irrezul;  oblong i
gt vl sraiod un sk o T irregular oblong abeatt

Peacocks gives tho following account of the defences :—

gaod wheat nnd harloy crom wigh.
| Wilereourse (fanka e lf:'f:.."'l':
is nbant 3" hroud and 8” duwy). Mo

. M
v Khin Till on

The city wall, built of mud and sund
botiom. A V-shaped dry ditch 20 feet wil

ed bricks i  foct igh snd 12 e thick . (1o
v from it foot. The carp of this ditoh in sorrmmnded Ly o et trcan s 2420617
muketry. A similar ditch rwns round the. inside of the matn wall.  The Béln 11oon ot
shout 109 yards diamater, and in built ou nn artilicial wousd 25 fort, bigh s sl oo
bt 30 Tect high. T foat of tho saound s surrounded by a ditch 30 fest wide aad 13 fet
ey,

. Colonel Maitland points out the defects of tho place from o militsry point of
view :—

The weak mud wall which eould not resist field arlillery, the command given by the
Talish Khin ridge 800 yards away, the want of Aanking defence Lo the ditches, the nnewvesed
nature of the gutes, and Lhe cover afforded by 5 water channel to na sitack from thy sast. side.
‘The sole ndvautages possessed by the defeace are the geneally open nature of the glucis aud
the good overhead cover within the city, .

G the whole it would scem absurd to hold the city agaivst an invader.
In 1846 the garrison consisted of=— '

Men.
3 bat(alions 3,0
2 Afghén Lroope of cav 200
100

1 battery (6 gung)
5 Lairaks of khasadars .. 00
The valley of Mnimana is about 10 miles long, and at hoth cnds it is con-
teacted by hills, and becomes an ordingry glen.  The river has a bed about 50
yarde wide with low banks. In flood time the stream is up to & hors's cliest.

North of Maoimana are the sub-districls of Nimdsd and Langar, mostly
eolonized by ‘irki-speaking Baluchis. West and southi-west of Maimuna lic the
sub.distriers of Almar, Kunisdr, Karai, and Chichaktu. The last named is in the
Murehdl drainage, thus forming an exception to the gencral principle by which
all the Oxus drainage belongs to Turkistdn and the Murghib drainage to
1lerit. North-east of Maimana lie the sub-districts of Shirin Tagao and Khair-
4bdd, bath in the basin of the river known hy tbe former name ; while north of
Khairibal liss Dolatibdd, which, though in the Ab-i-Andkhoi busin, is attached
administratively to Akehs.

The whole population of the Maimana State may be taken at 10,000 fami-
Iies, of which more than half are Uzbaks, Indeed, the whole population may he
said to he Uzbak in fecling, and would gladly weleomo a Russian oecupation.

The principal productions of the district are wheat, barley, and cotlon. sheep are
very numerous, especially in the Kari cuuptr,

y. The probable surplus of grain
stacks availabla for troops is estimated at 40,000 mauvds é'd,

20,000 maunds
barley, and 50,000 maunds bhusa. 'Thereis also plenty of goud grass.  Bullocks
are the ordinary transport of the district.

tant feature of the district is the grazing sround kuown as
The soil of the chol is sandy, firmest in the high ground
The snow_and spring rains produce & rich
vegetation eminently £t for sheep-grazing. There is algo exceltent firewood in
pl.'?ces. Though deprived of surface water, by digging }\‘L'”S water can nearly
always be obtained, and the low chol morth of Maimana is covered with wells.

i i i i ich itis
Maimana, as already stated, lies on the high road to Herit, from whic!
distant 229 miles eid Bhld Murghdb, Kushk, nnd‘ t.l.w Béba pass. It can, ‘b(nr-
ever, easily bo avoided, and the strategical position of either Daolatibid or

One very impor
the Maimana chol.
and loosest in the low flat ground.
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Khairghdd appears tn be belter for covering the communicn(‘iou hetween Hord_t
and Turkistin. A direct rond from Maimana leads ta H(-rull over the Band.i-
Turkistin by the Tildn Kotal and the Dasht-i-Lalabai, but it is diflicult aud
little used, except for horsemen and pack bullocks.

I may best conclude this brief account of the distriets abeve described
by pointing out that the drainage of Sang Chérak and Sar-i-Pril finds its way
to Shihargiiin in the great plain of the Turkistin, while the Shirin Tagao,
the Ab-i-Maimana, and the Kaisér river upile to form the Andkhoi river.
Just above the final junction of strecams lics Daolatibid on the right hank of
the Shirin Tagno, and astride of the roads from Maruchak and Bald Murghidh to
Shibarghdn,  Daolatildd is only a small mud fort peopled by Arséri Turko-
maus, but it is new (built in 1884) and in good repair. "It is a walled square
ards side with towers at the corners. The Shirin Tagao is here about
8 yards wide anl 3 fect deep flowing io a bed 20 fect or more below the plain,
1t docs not dry apin the hot soason. Itisa diffieult sircam to cross, us the
Dottom is soff, current strong, and the banks broken and steep. I'rom Daolata-
bid it is 47 miles to Shibarghdu, 123 to Bild Murghdb oié Chabdrshamba, 39
miles to Maimana up the Shirin Tagao, and 35 to Andkhoi. The valley down
which tho {b-i- Andkhoi flows averages 2 (o 3 miles in width, and is level and
smooth as a billinrd table, with undulating downs on either side. Ancxcellent
road runs down the eastside of the valley, which was in old days 1he main trado
route between Maimana and Bokhsira ; but there is no eultivation below Daolat.
dbdd, whereas ahove it is closely cultivated, while villages and clumps of trees are
numerous. T'wo miles below Daolatiabad, where the Kaisir valley comes im, there
is a broad expanse of plain at least 4 miles wide.  Below Jalaiur and Daolatibaid
the chol on both sides rapidly loses its broken hilly character, and subsides
gradually towards the north in broad rolling undulations. The watershed
Tetween the Murghdb and Oxus drainage is crossed at the Kaisir plain. This
plain is about 7 miles long and the same wide ; it is well cultivated, and there
are many villages, but heing 4,200 lcet above the sea, the climate is comparatively
cold and bleak. On ity east side the plain drains to the Kaisar river ; on the west
to the Chahdrshamba valley. Chahdrshamba itsclf lies 18 miles west of Kai
It is only 2,500 feet above ses, and in consequence of its low elevation was
selected for winter quarters by the Afghin Boundary Commission in 1885-86.
It is a wide valley hounded by low hills.

T havo already commenied on the strategical relation of this part of the
Turkistin province to the great lalera) road between ITerit and - the Turkistdn
Pplain, but it is necessary to observe lhat from December to March it would he
bardly possible to carry out military oprrations on a large seale partly on account
of the snow in the hill distriets, and partly because the valleys would then
prove licavy and diflicult travelling, which indeed would not be improved by the
spring rains, so thal probably till Ajril all large operations would necessarily
ccase. -

There is one other important point to remember. It is that the whole
submontanc region between the Band-i-Amir and Maimana possesses great
natural advan(ages, being fertile, well watered, and well grassed, while troops
could be cantoned in a healthy climate at almost any desired altitude.
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